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Eduard Imhof

Cartographer and Artist

First ICA president

Eduard Imhof was the first president of the
International Cartographic Association ICA
(1961-1964).

Figure right: Lake of Walenstadt and Seez Valley, 1:10000,
Map painting, 1938~ 1939. Section.

The picture conforms to the natural appearance of the
landscape. For inspiration, Imhof “chose the visual experi-
ence of a landscape painter and his artistic conception."
The original art, painted with gouache colors, measures
480 x 200 cm. It is on permanent exhibit at the Swiss Alpine

Museum in Bern.

Eduard Imhof (1895 -1986)

was a professor of cartography at the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich, from
1925 -1965. His fame, which extends far
beyond the Institute of Technology, stems
from his relief shading work on school maps
and atlases. Between 1922 and 1973 Imhof
worked on many school maps. He drew and
shaded maps of Switzerland as well her vari-
ous cantons and the Austrian province

of Vorarlberg.

N

Eduard Imhof not only drew and mapped
mountains, he also modelled them.
Figure: Grosse Windgalle, 1: 2000, and rock drawing.

-Eduard Imhof (1895-1986)

The Imhof era covers several decades, from
the 19205 to the 19605, in the eventful

history of contemporary cartography.

From 1925 to 1965, Professor Eduard Imhof
was the director of the Institute of of
cartography of ETH Zurich. He was
instrumental in the National Map Series
(1938-1978) of Switzerland. The introduction
of color shading for relief depiction is
probably the contribution for which he is
better known.

Imhof’ s most important books are:

Geldnde und Karte (1950),

Thematische Kartographie (1972),
Kartographische Geldndedarstellung (1965),
which two years ago was reissued in English
under the title Cartographic Relief
Representation (2007).



The three stops of our itinerary:

- Sichuan Alps and ETH Zurich:
Fieldwork and revelation in Gongga shan
i1l [Minya Konka] mountains, school
atlases, and map conventions

- Paris and Berne:

The emergence of an epistemic community
and the foundation of the International
Cartographic Association, ICA

- “Chicago” (short form for: “the Anglo-
American historiography school”):

Toward de-sacralization and de-
nationalization in the history of cartography



FIRST STOP

The combination of art
and field observations

Eduard Imhof’ s expedition mapped this
dangerous mountain in 1930. Thought to be
higher than Mount Everest, the elevation of
Gongga shan fell to 7,590 meters after he
measured it.

Watercolor by E. Imhof. Illustration taken from the book
cover page of Eduard Imhof: Die grofsen kalten Berge von

Szetschuan. Zurich: Orell Fussli Verlag, 1974.



... to conquer the “Third Dimension”

The daily sketches of the area that Imhof
surveyed in the Sichuanese Alps (above)
were based on distance estimations and
compass measurement, as was usual still in

1930.

wpe Imhof relied later on coloring and

. illuminating to better depict elevation and
= relief, like in this map of Mount Everest

~_ published in 1988 (below).

‘ The definition of a scale of tints was a major
i achievement. The Swiss style of topographic
.. mapping has influenced cartographers
worldwide.




Schulkarfe des Kaniuns

ZURICH

BEARBEITET VON PROF. DR. ED. IMHOF
OBLIGATORISCHES LEHRMITTEL FUR
DIE ZURCHER PRIMARSCHULEN

R N Y e

2U BEZIEHEN BEIM KANTONALEN LEHRMITTELVERLAG ZORICH
Eretellt und gedruskt yom Art. Institat Orell Fasshi A-6., Zurich

Swiss School Atlas

“Jamais le monde n” a changé plus
rapidement qu’ aujourd’ hui.

Méme des faits et des conditions stables
apparaissent soudain sous une forme
nouvelle, ceci en conséquence de recherches
scientifiques plus précises.

[..] L" aspect entiérement différent de

I” Atlas est surtout dG a la nouvelle
présentation du relief dans les cartes
générales des régions, pays et continents;
la méthode en fut élaborée par notre
rédacteur, M. le Professeur Edouard Imhof.”

La Conférence des chefs des Départements
cantonaux de |" Instruction publique, 1962



Standing at the center, Eduard Imhof at the first general
meeting of the International Cartographic Association
(ICA), Paris, 29.05 - 03.06,1961.
© French Committee on Cartography

SECOND STOP

Imhof’ s mission in Paris and Berne
(but also Mainz, Chicago and Stockholm)

Imhof opened new forums to encourage the
exchange of ideas across the discipline,
from summer schools in Switzerland to
international conferences abroad.

Despite the Cold War context, he conceived
with colleagues from Europe and the United
States the International Cartographic
Association to promote the discipline and
profession of cartography. “Extending
international cooperation” was the purpose
he stated in 1959.



Foundation meeting

The First General Assembly of Delegates
adopted in Paris the Statutes prepared by de
Bromer, Fitchet, Gigas, Harris, Imhof, and
Mannerfelt. Several French government
departments and public agencies, such as
the Institut francais du pétrole, supported
the meeting.

Imhof served as president of the new
association. The Soviet representative at the
International Geographical Union prevented
the affiliation of the ICA to the IGU.

Today, “ICA is the world authoritative body

Pg'rilnghgo];';:_Ao?ggtzng% for cartography, the discipline dealing with
© French Committee on Cartography the conception, production, dissemination

and study of maps.”



CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH BIRTHDAY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CARTOGRAPHIC ASSOCIATION [A] History of the ICA
Bundesamt fiir Landestopografie, swisstopo

Seftigenstrasse 264, 3084 Wabern, Switzerland “ICA was founded June 9,1959, in Bern

Tuesday 9 June 2009 Switzerland. Preparatory conferences,
during which its foundation was discussed,
were held from 1956-1959: the Esselte

Welcome and overview

. 14001420 conference, Stockhglm 1956, the Rand
William Cartwright (President, McNally conference, Chicago 1957, and the
International Cartographic Association) DGfK conference, Mainz (Germany) 1958.
.?lee&rlajgnog 50 years of ICA history The first General Assembly was held in Paris
Stefan Arn (Swiss Society of Cartography) ‘ c A 1961 that is also when the statutes were

“Welcome to the 50th anniversary event” accepted.

The ICA from 1959

. 1430-1450 J ...] Throughout its 5o-year history,
Walter Imhof A has brought together researchers,
“Presentation of and comments on i i
government mapping agencies,
a 1981 TV film on Prof. Eduard Imhof” A c ‘ - : :
. 1450-1510 commercial cartographic publishers,
Bengt Rystedt (President 1999-2003, software developers, educators, earth and
International Cartographic Association) environmental scientists, and those with a
Télfhway t‘t"’,vlj‘rgs IC‘;‘C Maerfelt” passion for maps. The cartographic world
an € contrioution o ar annceric . . .
«1510-1530 has cha.nged significantly since 1959 —ths
Ernst Spiess role and impact of ICA has been steadfast.

“ICA efforts in map design and production”



CARTOGRAPHY
AND GEOGRA?PHIC
INFORMATION

SCI E .\I C§ VYolume 29, Number 3

July 2002

JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN CONGRESS ON SURVEYING AND MAPPING

“The challenges of writing a twentieth-century
history of cartography are daunting.”
Monmonier and Woodward, CaGlS 29-3,2002, p. 133

THIRD STOP
“Atangible product”

In July 2002, CaGls, the journal of the
American Congress on Surveying and
Mapping, had a special issue on the history
of cartography in the 20th century. This
represented the culmination of an NSF three
year long project.

Mark Monmonier and David Woodward
were the guest editors. James Akerman,
John Cloud, Peter Collier, Karen Cook,
Michael Heffernan, Alastair Pearson, Alexey
Postnikov, etc. contributed exploratory
€55aYs.
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“A selection of influential cartography books”
Photo courtesy of David Woodward.
CaGl5 29-3,2002, cover page

The 20th century in a few titles.
From right to left :

- Llyod A. Brown, The Story of Maps
[1951]
- Arthur H. Robinson, Elements of

Cartography [1953]
- International Yearbook of Cartography, 1,

1961

- The Cartographer, 3-1, June 1986

- The American Cartographer, 1-1, April 1974

- Eduard Imhof, Geldnde und Karte [1950]

- [Charles H. Deetz and Oscar S. Adams,
Elements of Map Projection, 1945]

- Max Eckert, Die Kartenwissenschaft, 2

[1925]

- Charles Frederick Arden-Close, Text Book of
Topographical Surveying [1905]
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Sonderdruck aus ,Allgemeine Veemossunge-Nachrichten= 1965 577 &7

Herbert Wichmann Verlag GmblIL, 75 Karlsruhe-West, Rheinstr, 122

Professor Dr. h. c. Eduard Imhof zum 70. Geburtstag

Von Digl Geogr. Karl Heing Mease. Bad Honvet-Whindod a. R)..

Zirlchsee-Zreitung / Allgemeliner Anzeiger / Grenzpost

ZURICHSE

die Wal
=phic B ist einer der berhmtesten Kartografen der
1

Ers1 30 Jabre alt, folgte 14
Plav- and Karte

Die Kun_st und die Wissenschaft vereint

Der weltherhmte Kurtograf Professor Dr. h. c. Rduard Imbof,
Ehrenbiuger voo Erlenbach, wird 90 Jabre it

Vonr Felix Frick (Text) und Ernst Liniger (Potos)

grafen der Well, ist Grinder des Zurcher Hoch-
shulinet

dentlichen P're
A b

vl Kaste Welt, Trager unziihligor § i Orden
T und Auszeieh war als Forscher in China,
v Tibet und der Tirkei, wohnt seit mehr als 50
T Juhren in Erlenbach und war als Major einer der
kbt e DerGhmien Gotthard-Offiziere, Zeltweise war cr
in Tibet die bertihmten ,weils ARCH dem Armeestab zgeteilt, Waheend 46 Juh-
ehlichlich z 4 Yen hatte er an der Eidgendssischen Techmischen
« der Kartente Hochschule in Zorleh einen Lehrstubl fir Plan-
* und Kartenzeichnen wnd Kartografic inne. Be-
¢ reits 1925, im Alter von erst 30 Jahren, worde or
“" vom Bund 7 A dentlichen Profes-

sor und 1949 xum ardentlichen Professor ge-

wiihil. Withrend 50 Jahren war er Chefredaktor

der schweizerischen Mittelschulatlanten und

schulatlanten. Drel G tionen
Schweizer haben dank seincr Unterlugen gute
Geograllek crwerben k

Eduard Imhof, der morgen 90 Jahre alt wird,
griindete nach seiner in Schiers und Ziirich ver-
lebten Jugendzeit i Jahre 1922 1n Zorich cine
egene Familie. Er heiratete damals Agnes Un.
tersander. Mit fhr zusammen kozste er vier Kin-
der grasszichen, die slie in Erlenbach zur Schule
gingen, nachdem er am 15. Marz 1928 hieraer
HeZORen War.

Whhrend seine dlteste Tochter Agmes als Gattin
des bereits peosionierten Direktors der Eidge-
nissischen Landestopographie, Ermst Hubor, in
der Nihe von Bermn wohial, kamen die anderen
drei Kinder nach und nach ins heimatliche Er-
lenbach zuriick. Ks sind dies Walter Imhof, Ar-
chitekt, sowie dic Tochter Gret Acschmann-Im-
Lof und Dords Locarnini-Imhof. Am 90, Geburte-
tag von Eduard Imhof werden auch elf Enkel und
fiinf Urenkel gratulicren konnen, Nachdem Erde
der vierziger Jahre Imhofs ergte Frau verstorben
war, fard er im Jahr 1954 in der Person der 27
Jahre jlingeren Geografieassistentin Viols May
elne Lebenspeféhrtin fiir den Lebensabend, die
ihn bel alledem beruflich glinzend erginzen
koante, Nicht zuletzt ist es Lhr wohl zu verdan-
ken, dass Tmhof wamer nach derart aksv sein
kann, ist sle doch auch seine Allroundselkretiirin,
m Jahr 1981 verlich die Gemeinde Erlenbach
[hrem weltberihmten Einwohner das Ehrenkbiir-
Zorrecht.

instituts flr Karlografie, des ersten Tnsti-
tuts dieser Art, das es suf der Welt dberhaupt
#ab, und wohnt seit einem halben Jahrhundert in
Erlenbach. Er izt aber auch Doktor b ¢. der Phi-
loscphischen Fakultdt der Universitat Zirich,
hat cine groese Anzahl Ehrungen in aller Welt
erhalten und bestieg in den Jahren 1830/3! in
Chinesisch-Tibel unzihlige Gipfel, um schliess-
lich den 7590 Meter hohen Minya Konka zu er-
forschen und zu kartieren. Diesc Reise fihrte vor
mehr als 80 Jakren von Marzeille iiber Colombo.
Singapur, Kanton, Hongkong, Hanol, Kunming
zum Mirya Konka und dunn weiter nach
Tschungking und Nanking. Die sibirische Eigeti-
bakin brachte jhn durch den russischen Winter in
die Schweiz zurick, wo er lin Februar 1931 ein-
iraf. Seinen pelrlick genan abgefassten Expedi-
tionsbericht wertete er 2war baruflich aus, licss
ihn aber ansonsten wiihrend mehr als 40 Jaiuen
schubladislert, um ihn 1974 als grossartiges
Buch, «Dic grossen, kalten Rerge von Szetsehue
ane (Orell-Fissli-Verlag), hersuszugeben, Vor-
her hatte er einfach keine Zeit dazu
Edvard Imhof, der fir semen Beruaf natisdich
zeichnerischer Begabury bodurfte, hatte auch m
dicser Sparte bedeutend mehr Talent als notig,
80 €ass or such noch bemadeter Kunstmaler
wurde. Er selber bebauptet zwar, er sei wiihrend
70 Tahren nur Ferien- und Hobbymaler gewesen,
selne Werke aber sprechen eine andere Bildspra-
che. Noch heute malt er leidenschalulich gome
Bilder und schafft Prachtwerke Erst vor wenie
gen Monaten hat er in Erlenbach in aller Sille
cin grosszs Wandrelief fertigrestellt, und am 2,
Februar eréifuet seine Helmatgemeinde Steffis-
burg BE zu seinen Ehren cine Ausstellung mit
Gher 200 seiner Bilder, Aquarelle, Gouaches und
Olgemiilde, Hierzu cingeladen hat die Kunste
komrussion Steffisburg unter detn Patronat des
Zentralkomellees des Schweizor Alpen-Clubs,
dessen iiltestes Ehremmitglied er ist, Diese Ause
stellung wird bis zum 2. Marz dauern. Seine
malerischen Werke wurden ibrigens noch gar
nie zum Verkauf angeboten. Er st der Uberzeu-
Rung, dass ithm das Malen keine Kreude mohr
machen worde, wenn er dafir Geld entgegen-
nahme.
Eduard Imhof zu begegnen, ist ein Erlebnis ein-

Eduard Tmhof {5t einer der berdhmtesten Karto-

zigartiger Pracuny. ihn anliissiol

More than a biography

Mapping the cold and high mountains of
Sichuan and the numerous schools atlases
he edited, as well as an obvious talent at
merging art and science, turned Edouard
imhof into a living legend after he retired.
Members of the Swiss government prefaced
exhibition catalogues and biographical
memoirs.

Imhof is today much more than a street
name in Oerlikon, or an attractive figure for
would-be biographers. Other reasons would
justify our particular interest in his work,
such as the relationships and debates he
had with his colleagues. His untapped
archives in Zurich could help us better
understand how cartography has developed
as it has.



Chair of the Conference Center of the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (May 1961)

Conclusion
Eduard Imhof’ s maps: myths and narratives

Historiography and methodology at the
turn of the 21st century

For more information,

please tour the Eduard Imhof Virtual Library at ETH
Zurich:
http://www.maps.ethz.ch/imhof/index EN

Other useful links:

http://www.karto.ethz.ch/
www.geography.wisc.edu/histcart/
http://cartography.tuwien.ac.at/ica/




“Maps do not tell you where things are,
but who we are.” Robert Karrow, 2007

Thank you
for your attention



