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National University of Singapore …since 1905

30.3K
Undergraduates

11.3K
Graduates

Profile of Students (as at Apr 2021)

2.6K
Faculty

4.1K
Research

1.9K
General

Profile of Faculty & Staff (as at Apr 2021)

Schools/Faculties

University-level Research 
Institutes & Centres

Campuses

17 303

Total | 41.6K Total | 12.3K

3.7K
Executive & 
Professional
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6

Facilitate 
student success

Advance 
teaching excellence

Increase research 
visibility & impact

Create value 
for the world

Enhance 
Organisational

Excellence

Our Strategic Outcomes & Thrusts

Deliver Streamlined 
& Focused Services 

for the 
Digital Generation

1

Grow Knowledge & 
Capabilities for

Future Generations

3
Be the 

Collaborative Hub for 
Experiential Phygital

Learning & Innovation

2
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Collection & Content

• Curate and collect publications 
• in support of university-wide research, teaching and learning
• in the print and digital format
• in English, Chinese, Malay and Indonesian languages

• Focus on the humanities and social sciences

To be a Southeast Asian Resource Hub
166K titles, 415K volumes
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Collection & Content

• Singapore-Malaysia Collection
• broad and in-depth coverage of the economic, 

geographical, historical, political and social 
developments of Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei and 
ASEAN as an entity

• Southeast Asian Chinese Collection
• rich collection of Chinese overseas newspapers, 

and commemorative publications by Chinese clan 
associations, Chinese schools, trade unions and 
religious institutions in Singapore, Malaysia, and 
Brunei through active solicitation

To be a Southeast Asian Resource Hub
166K titles, 415K volumes
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Access & Discovery

• Accelerate the digitisation effort on 
rare and distinctive sources including 
primary sources, with external partners 
& individuals to increase open access 
to Southeast Asian content 

• Facilitate access to digitised resources 
through a Discovery Platform that 
supports both novice and advanced 
researchers

To be a Southeast Asian Resource Hub

Emeritus Prof Edwin Thumboo
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Access & Discovery

• Meet potential demand for data sources on Southeast Asia for 
digital scholarship research and education

To be a Southeast Asian Resource Hub
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Exponential Growth from …

Lat Pau
(Singapore 1st Chinese 

Daily Newspaper)

2004

Historical 
Documents on 

Chinese in 
Southeast Asia

2012

Pre-war 
Japanese 

Publications on 
Southeast Asia

2002

Journal of 
Three Voyages 

2000

2017
2019

Biodiversity 
Library of 

Southeast Asia

Digital Gems 
Portal

2016

Special Collections  
established

Singapore 
Pioneer 

Architect Works

i2S CopiBook Cobalt HD
A2 Size Book Scanner for High 

Resolution Production Scanning

2018

2016

TREVENTUS SCANROBOT® 2.0 MDS
Automatic Book Scanner
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Digitisation
Process
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Digital Gems Portal

A digital gateway that 
connects novice and 
advanced researchers 
with key, rare, historical, 
and primary source 
resources at any time 
and from anywhere

https://digitalgems.nus.edu.sg/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTf6UFlWuvQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTf6UFlWuvQ
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Collections
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Digitise One Million Pages 
of Historical Sources on Southeast Asia in 2021
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Collaboration with Researchers & Institutions
• Linking the Digital Humanities to Biodiversity 

History in Singapore and Southeast Asia

- Social Science Research Thematic Grant (Ministry of 
Education, Singapore)

- NUS’s Asia Research Institute, Yale-NUS, Geography 
Department,  NUS Libraries

- National Parks Board (NParks),  National Library Board 
(NLB), Oxford University Museum of Natural History, 
University of Philippines

- NUS Libraries’ roles – Manage digitization project, create 
descriptive metadata, Host online collections
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Collaboration with Researchers & Institutions
• Acquire and digitise primary resources 

related to Singapore biodiversity 
specimens

- NUS Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum

- Complement the heritage collection building 
exercise of Singapore undertaken by National 
Library Board (Singapore)

- Various museums, archives and institutions and 
university libraries in the USA and UK

Credit: LKCNHM
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Collaboration with Researchers & Institutions

• Digitise the historical Singapore specimen image collection held 
by NUS Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum

- 117,000 items of slides, negatives and prints, built by the Museum over 80 
years

- NUS Libraries’ roles – create descriptive metadata, Host online collections
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Data Sharing Efforts - National 

One Search by National Library Board (Singapore)

https://search.nlb.gov.sg/
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Data Sharing Efforts - International

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
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Data Sharing Efforts - International

https://prl.library.ucla.edu/index
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Future plan
166K titles, 415K volumes

• Creating new digital collections in specific areas of study and 
raising awareness about their potential

• Facilitating innovative use of collections as well as creating new 
learning opportunities

• Using emerging technologies to increase the accessibility and 
usage of our unique and distinctive collections 

• Creating digital preservation platform for our digitized 
collections and university archives collection
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THANK YOU

Keep well and stay safe!
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