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OBJECTIVES

To understand the 
concept of Authority Files 

in library cataloguing;

To present the authority 
files at NU Library; and

To identify the challenges 
and recommendations in 
creating and maintaining 

NU Library Authority Files.
To discuss the benefits of 

Authority Files; 



AUTHORITY?

Persons 
(e.g. Head)?

Laws or 
Standards?

CATALOGUERS?

POWER OR 

CONTROL?



AUTHORITY?

the power to control or demand obedience from others
(Cambridge Dictionary, 2020)

something/someone to follow or obey 
for consistency



AUTHORITY?
(in library cataloguing)

Authority Control
The procedures by which consistency of form is maintained in the headings 
(names, uniform titles, series titles, and subjects) used in 
a library catalog or file of bibliographic records through the application of 
an authoritative list (called an authority file) to new items as they are added 
to the collection. (Reitz, 2014)

https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_c.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_f.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_h.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_u.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_s.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_s.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_l.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_c.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_f.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_b.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_a.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_a.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_b.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_l.aspx


AUTHORITY?
(in library cataloguing)

Authority File (Thesauri)
A list of the authoritative forms of the headings used in 
a library catalog or file of bibliographic records, maintained to ensure that 
headings are applied consistently as new items are added to the collection. 
Separate authority files are usually maintained for names, uniform 
titles, series titles, and subjects. All the references made to and from a 
given heading are also included in the file. (Reitz, 2014)

https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_a.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_h.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_l.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_c.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_f.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_b.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_c.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_b.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_l.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_n.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_u.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_s.aspx
https://products.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_s.aspx




Name Authority

Corporate Name Authority



BENEFITS

Consistency of Headings Enhanced Search

Saves individual 
cataloguers time

Provides additional 
information via scope 

notes



NU LIBRARY AUTHORITY FILES
Years before Dec 2019 – creation of authority files have 
been explored including communication with IT Dept 

13 Jan 2020 – meeting with IT Dept about creation of 
authority files and other pertinent cataloguing matters

20 Jan 2020 – created the first set authority records

10 Feb 2020 – mini-training with cataloguers on creation 
of Authority Files; cataloguers started to create authority 
files for print books

13 May 2020 – 1,614 name authority records

TIMELINE



NU LIBRARY AUTHORITY FILES

OPAC / WEB 
VIEW



NU LIBRARY AUTHORITY FILES

OPAC / WEB 
VIEW



NU LIBRARY AUTHORITY FILES

AUTHORITY 
RECORDS 

VIEW



NU LIBRARY AUTHORITY FILES

AUTHORITY 
RECORDS 

VIEW



CHALLENGES

Limitations on the 
integrated library system 

(ILS)



CHALLENGES

More “authority controls” to 
work on



OTHER CHALLENGES

Training / Background 
knowledge Time consuming

Language Barrier / 
Unfamiliarity with the 

system

Cannot generate statistics 
from the system



SOME RECOMMENDATIONS

New / Upgraded integrated 
library system Training 

Periodic checking of 
Authority Files to ensure 

consistency
Promotion of Authority Files



www.nu.edu.kz

ACTIVITY
1. Go to this link: https://quizizz.com/join?gc=6173987 or go to joinmyquiz.com
and enter code: 6173987. The name of the quiz is NUL Staff Session_Authority
Files. 

2. Please put an identifiable name (e. g. April Manabat)

3. Play the quiz. 

4. The highest scorer will be given a simple treat. =)



www.nu.edu.kz
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