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[NOTE OF TRANSLATION AND TRANSCRIPTION]

The english translation and the cyrillic transcription were done manually by me, a native kazakh
speaker. I take full responsibility for the mistakes. I chose Cyrillic over Latin transcription due to
the fact that the debate over Latinization is not over yet and Latin script remains to be less
accessible for most readers.

The primary purpose of the translation was to keep the meaning, not the rhythm. I have
deliberately avoided interpretive embellishment, so even in the places where the metaphors were
used, the translation remained quite literal and interpretations were provided later in the analysis
section.

Where excerpts are drawn from other sources like books and scholarly articles (in the
introduction and literature review sections) the accompanying translations were also taken

directly from those sources and are not my own.



I . Introduction:

This study was inspired by archival footage of a famous Kazakh poet, Shaken Abenov, giving
Bata-a traditional blessing-to Kazakhstan's first president, Nursultan Nazarbayev, in 1991.
Recently this video resurfaced on social media, where Kazakh citizens expressed their views
about the ineffectiveness of the Bata-blessing delivered 33 years ago. The video includes a bold
statement that resonates differently with Kazakh citizens in 2024: "If for some reason he (the
president) makes mistakes, he must apologize and fix them" (Appendix, recording 1). Such
statements, which seem unthinkable in 2024, demonstrate how Bata-blessing has changed over
time and how important it has been to Kazakh culture.

Bata-blessing is an oral tradition common among Turkic nations which is rooted in the
profound belief of the power of words (Word Magic) in “the elimination of dishonor and
adversities and bringing welfare” (Mashimbayeva et al, 2021, p.2). The name ‘Bata’ is rumored
to come from the very first Quran verse ‘Fatiha’ (Nadilbekkyzy, 2023). However, similar oral
traditions rooted in shamanistic belief in other Turkic nations, such as ‘Algys’ in Sakha
(Dmitrieva, 2016) and ‘alkysh’ in Uzbek and Karachais (Efendiev, 2021), might challenge that
view. Even though there is a considerable debate whether Bata is an Islamic tradition or not, it is
believed that religion affected this tradition heavily. Many of the Bata blessings start with the
mention of Islamic deity “Allah” or prophet “Muhammet”. From a linguistic standpoint
Bata-blessing is in third person imperative form (May he be wealthy, Let him be happy etc).
Embedded in Kazakh poetry and literature, Bata-blessing was always part of a Kazakh persons’
life following him from his birth till his death: birthdays, Tusaukeser toi (celebration when baby
just starts walking), Nauryz- New Year celebration, Kyz Uzaty- where girl leaves her family to
marry someone, then Uilenu toi-weddings. It proves the strong belief the nation has in the
life-changing power of the Bata-blessing.

Beyond personal milestones, the practice of Bata-blessing has also appeared in
politician-citizen interactions before. The very first written mention of Bata-blessing is the one
given to the ‘khan’/ruler’ by the legendary Turkic lyricist Korkyt ata in “The Korkyt ata book”.

Korkyt ata’s “Ak bata” to the khan during his son’s wedding celebration states the following (A.
Konyratbaev & M. Abdyldaev, p. 57):



OMipiHIe acKap TayblH KyJIaMacChIH,

KeuneHkerni gaparblH COJBII, KyapMachIH.

AK cakaliel oOKeHHIH Oapap kepi skyMak OO0JICHIH,
AKX 1IaIIThl aHAHHBIH )KYPIeH XKepi casibl Tay
OOJICHIH.

CeniH Kynail YJIbIHHAH, TyFaHIapbIHHAH
albIpMAChIH.

Ke3singi sxymranIia Ky1aii ceHi ak JIiHiHHCH
alBIPMAacChIH.

Ci3 Oen 013 KyIaiabIH TUIapbIH KOPEIiK, ayMuH!

May your firm-rooted black mountains never be
overthrown.

May your great shady tree never be cut down.
May your white-bearded father’s place be
paradise.

May your white-haired mother’s place be heaven.
May He never part you from your sons and
brothers.

May the end of days not part you from the pure

Faith. May those who say ‘Amen’ see His face.

Source: Translation from Geolffrey Lewis. The book of Dede Korkut Kitabi Dada Gorgud. 1974. p. 87

As the roles of the government workers have evolved, so too has the content and function of

Bata-blessing. Bata-blessing is a sacred practice and the person who ‘gives’/ ‘delivers’ it has to

be an elder who is well-respected and beloved by the community to whom he is going to give it.

The correlation exists now, as citizens invite politicians to give blessings to them or their kids, in

hopes that their kids will become a significant social figure like them, and on other occasions

Kazakh elders will initiate to give Bata to the politician as a sign of courtesy.

This thesis is a study of Bata-blessings based on the corpus of 15 examples collected. This

study categorizes the purposes of Bata-blessings directed to politicians into three distinct types:

(1) blessings for personal well-being, (2) blessings used as tools for advice or guidance, and (3)

blessings intended as subtle critiques of the current political situation in Kazakhstan.

Research Questions:

The primary research question is: “ How does Bata serve as a sociopolitical critique tool and

how has it evolved?”

Followed by several secondary questions:




1. What impact does the position of the politician receiving Bata have on the form and
language of the Bata blessing?

2. How does Bata change based on its social context? Are there any differences between the
Bata given in the ministry house (formal setting) and Bata given to a politician in the
citizens house (informal setting)?

3. What are the perlocutionary effects of the Bata-blessing on politicians? How do

politicians respond?

II. Literature review:

Before getting into details of the study methodology, the overall political situation in
Kazakhstan must be presented. This research aims to analyze Bata-blessings recordings starting
from 1991. The political situation is complex, characterized by the decline in trust in politicians
and active suppression of opposition figures. According to Sapsford et al (2015), for the last
decade the number of people who believe in the current existence of freedom of speech in the
country alongside with the trust in the government has decreased. Burkhanov and Collins
(2019) have categorized competing beliefs of the current nation as follows: civic, critical and
nostalgic people. Critical citizens are the individuals who support democracy and openly state
their negative evaluations of current politics, civic citizens are inactive/disinterested individuals
who have blindly supported the current institutions, and nostalgic people are the one who are
‘nostalgic’ about the previous Soviet regime and want to return it. This knowledge of political
culture will help us to better interpret the interactions in the analysis.

As a post-colonial country Kazakhstan has many issues when it comes to politics. Despite its
rising economic power based on its natural resources, what happened in the 20th century
completely changed the social part of Kazakhstan, namely migration of russians and non-kazakh
nationalities resulting in Kazakhs becoming a minority in their own country, and language
policies that consistently discriminated Kazakhs' place in Kazakhstan. It made it quite
impossible to create a national identity of Kazakh people with its language and culture.
Kazakhstan has the highest number of ethnic diversity among other post-Soviet countries.
According to Dave (2007), Kazakhstan has failed to create a democratic country and still follows
the legacy of the Soviet Union government. Dave argues that focusing on pleasing the Russian

ethnic community keeps the Kazakh language underdeveloped and marginalized.



Public discourse, both on social media and in everyday conversations, mostly revolves around
the two topics of language and corruption. One significant example of this is the text from
Eva-Marie Dubuissson’s (2010) analysis of Aitys, another Kazakh oral tradition, an
improvisational poem duel which became a voice of sociopolitical critique in post-Soviet

Kazakhstan. The example states:

Kepimuin acTbiH catbin ycTiH catbil | They sell what is on the land, under the land
ArtbI Oap/a 3aThl XKOK Ka3ak Tii, Kazakh language has a name but doesn’t exist,

OpbIc TiNIIH KOJBIHA Cy KYHBII XYP. [they] pour water over the hands of Russians.

Source: Translation from Eva-marie Dubuisson. Confrontation in and through the Nation in Kazakh
Aitys Poetry. 2010. p. 108

In the first two lines Aitysker (person/akyn who participates in Aitys) expresses direct criticism,
showing his awareness of the land being sold to foreign countries, the marginalization of
Kazakh language. In the last line he states the unfair generosity of Kazakh leaders towards
Russians in pouring water over their hands like a child does to the elders in Kazakh traditions
(Dubuisson, 2010). Aitys and Bata-blessing are different, as participants in the Aitys in most
cases are Kazakh poets, while in Bata-blessing the participants are citizens and politicians.
However, this example just proves that oral traditions are used to address contemporary political
debates.

The gradual transformation of Bata into a tool for sociopolitical critique aligns with
Kazakhstan’s historical tradition of “freedom of fair speech.” The etymology of the word
“Kazakh” itself is rooted in the notion of freedom, reflecting the nation's origins as a society
formed by individuals that broke away from existing legitimate authority (Lee, 2015).
According to Shangirbayeva (2023), in the history from 15th to 18th century there are records of
Kazakhs using freedom of speech/ freedom of fair-word to express their opinion by stating their
concerns and criticism in rhythmic poetic form in public. One of the best examples of freedom of
fair word would be Akhan-zhyraus' concerns and anger expressed to the khan in the following

text:

Al XaHBIM MEH aifTriacam OLIMenciH Ay, my lord khan, you will not know until I




AWTKaHbIMa KOHOelCIH tell you,

[TaGbuTBIT KaTKaH XaJIKbIH Oap But you would not admit it when I say,

AWMaFbIH KO371eT KOPMEHUCIH Your people were being attacked,

KpIMBI3 1mIiIm KbI3aphIT But you wouldn't see their terrain.

MacraHsblIT, KbI3bIT TepIIeHCiH You look red, tipsy and excited drinking
qymyz

An important aspect of this study is its focus on citizen and politician interaction. The presence
of similar genres in different cultures could have served a great benefit for comparative analysis,
however, so far, Bata-blessing stands as the only example of a face-to-face, traditionally
poem-like oral practice. And notably, only recently have scholars started researching
politician-citizen interaction. For instance, Hofstetter and Stokoe (2015) examined offers of
assistance in politician-constituent interactions. Although distinct from Bata, their work
demonstrates the strategic use of language to manage the expectations of the contextual change
that also exist in Bata-blessings. About the general interaction Hendricks, who has surveyed 51
political figures, says that most of the interaction that happen in formal settings are too structured
and represents the opinion of large groups and they (politician) rather prefer informal settings
(outside of the official meeting) where they could strengthen their bond and will prioritize the
suggestions and complains in those interactions.

Before the analysis of the new forms of Bata-blessing, it is essential to examine the small
number of existing studies in this theme. The first and the most common usage is a form of
simple wish that appears in everyday activities, as when someone going for a long road trip is
told “YKounbry 6051CcHIH” - (May your road be open) or after finishing the meal “/lacTapxanra
Oepeke OepciH, Opyakrapra THe 6epcin’- “May the table be blessed and may it reach to our
ancestors”. Most of the blessings as a wish are directed to the Deity and invoke divine support.
There is also a Teris Bata or “Reverse Bata” that functions as a curse and is used rarely and
primarily found in literary sources. Mashimbayeva et al. (2021) note that 7eris Bata is typically

given by parents to their children as an extreme form of disapproval.
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The Second usage of Bata-blessing is as an upbringing (Taerbiye) education tool. According to
Dubuisson (2017) “ Bata is critical for the younger generation to ‘take the right steps’”. Despite
having the third imperative form, that most will consider directed to the deity, it ‘tells’ the youth

what to do, subtly instructing them on moral and social expectations:

Huettepi ak 60sicbiH May their wishes be white/pure
beitneTTepi mok 6onceiH | May their labour be unblemished

MyparTapbIH achLl KbLI Make their goals most valuable.

In this short example the context of the words are rather directed to the kids to keep their
intentions pure, avoid wishing harm upon others, and engage in fair labor. This type of Bata is
given during key milestones in a child’s life- from Tusaukeser and Sundet toi, to birthdays,
weddings, and the start of a new job. It is usually delivered by a parent or grandparent,
reinforcing their role in the child’s moral and social upbringing.

The following sections will include the methodology of the capstone project, classification
of results, and the discussion of findings in detail. The results from the data collection will be
compared and analyzed in relation to existing research on the functions of Bata as a tool for

Wishing Prosperity and Educational tool.

IIl. Research Design/ Methodology:

This study analyzes Bata-blessings given to politicians in Kazakhstan from 1991 to the present.
Data was collected from various social media platforms, including Tiktok, YouTube, Instagram,
Facebook, and news reports. The dataset includes 15 Bata-blessings of various lengths, featuring
politicians ranging from small village mayors to ministers and the president. Notably, all

recipients were male, and all blessings were given by male citizens.
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Data was selected based on two important features: (1)Videos must be labeled with the term
"Bata," such as "At the annual report to the population, Nurlan Nogayev (minister) received a
Bata from a citizen" (2) If the label excluded such terms Bata was distinguished from other

forms of wishes by its characteristic gesture: hands raised to chest level, palms facing upward

and close together, followed by a concluding motion resembling "washing the face”'.

When conducting online data research for Bata blessings a significant amount of data was
found including numerous websites, reports and news of politicians receiving or giving Bata.
However, most of them were news reports that lacked the quotation of the social text, so they
were not included either in the statistics below or in the analysis. Even though the project was
initially planned as a Critical Discourse Analysis, it will not incorporate a deep analysis of
non-verbal cues, such as eye contact or body orientation. According to Van Dijk (2009), critical
discourse analysis as a method faces a problem of considering every single structure building it
starting from “grammatical, pragmatic, interactional, stylistic, rhetorical, semiotic and ending
with narrative etc”. These methodological limitations shape the current analysis focus on the
linguistic content of the Bata, the context in which it was delivered, and the available

information about its participants.

1. The gesture called “Kon »xaro”(Kol Zhayu) is used in different contexts including giving blessings or
praying (making a dua). Its origin remains unclear, and is a debate if it is exclusively rooted in Islamic

practices or if it predates Islam. But the gesture itself means: heavenly grace falls on the palms folded in a

form of a cup and running the palms over the face means appropriation/reception of that grace.



https://artandcrafts.cultural.kz/ru/%D2%9Bol-zhayu/#:~:text=%D0%96%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%2C%20%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B7%D1%83%D0%B5%D0%BC%D1%8B%D0%B9%20%D0%B2%20%D1%80%D1%8F%D0%B4%D0%B5%20%D1%81%D0%BB%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%B5%D0%B2,%D1%83%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B5%20%D0%B3%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B8%2C%20%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BA%D1%80%D1%8B%D0%B2%20%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B8%20%D0%B2%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%85.
https://artandcrafts.cultural.kz/ru/%D2%9Bol-zhayu/#:~:text=%D0%96%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%2C%20%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B7%D1%83%D0%B5%D0%BC%D1%8B%D0%B9%20%D0%B2%20%D1%80%D1%8F%D0%B4%D0%B5%20%D1%81%D0%BB%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%B5%D0%B2,%D1%83%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B5%20%D0%B3%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B8%2C%20%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BA%D1%80%D1%8B%D0%B2%20%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B8%20%D0%B2%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%85.

12

All collected Bata-blessings were transcribed and translated manually. When it comes to the
content, while transcribing every recording a pattern was observed, based on which the most
common three categories of Bata-blessings were discovered. Besides, the content analysis also
included the reputation and the overall background of the politicians combined with big social
discourses and the background knowledge of the citizens themselves. Then Bata-blessings were
sorted into categories based on their role: exchange tool, guideline, or criticism. Sometimes the
data had patterns that belong to more than one category, those were sorted according to the

category they leaned towards most.

Statistics: Who initiates the Bata?

Before diving into the analysis it is relevant to answer the question: Who initiates the
Bata-blessing interaction and how it affects the content of the Bata? A detailed examination of 15
recordings results in quantitative data on the frequency of Bata blessings given to politicians,
showing an annual increase in the number of recordings in which the public delivers Bata
blessings to politicians. Akims (mayors) of cities and villages receive the highest number of
blessings, while politicians in higher positions receive fewer blessings. This distinction is largely
due to the greater accessibility of local politicians compared to those in higher positions.
Politicians of higher social status mostly receive Bata in formal context during annual reports
sessions or meetings with the public, while the one who visits the informal settings like homes of
the elders (World War 2 veterans’ houses) are local akims/mayors. Despite the small dataset it is
noteworthy that, despite the high hierarchical status of the politician, citizens do not hesitate to

initiate the Bata-blessing interaction.
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Bata in politics appear in different contexts, some Akim candidates Presigent
20% ’

Primer Minister
6.7%

of them are formal context, some are informal.

Formal conditions include: annual

Minister

. . . 6.7%
reports/announcements meetings; polling stations;

Ambassador

informal- cases when it is the politician visiting the

6.7%
elders/people give them Bata. It is not rare for
Kazakh people to invite or visit certain respected o
individuals to get their blessing, based on this Figure 1. Percentage of politicians receiving Bata

information it was expected that Bata given by elders in informal settings will be initiated by the
politicians, as they initiated the visit. In the 2010's it was a special program from the president
for local authorities to visit veterans’ houses during holidays and congratulate them with gifts.
Thus, based on this tradition, it was expected for most of the blessings in formal settings to be
initiated by citizens, and in informal settings it would be the politician.

The results show only a third of all blessings in informal

Citizen initiated [ Politician initiated

10 B Unincem context were initiated by citizens, while in formal context the

numbers for both citizens and politicians are the same. What

does “initiated” mean in this case? It is when a person directly

£

states either “Please give us your blessing” or “Let me give

you my blessing”. In both of the cases citizens are the one
Formal setting Informal setting
initiating the bata.
Figure 2. Who initiates the Bata-blessings

It is important for the analysis, because previous research on politician-citizen interaction

(Hofstetter & Stokoe, 2015) argued that speeches in the formal settings have a tendency of
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prioritising the opinion of the mass, while ‘more realistic’ conversations happen in informal

settings and are more desired.

IV. Results and Discussion:

1. Bata-blessing as an Exchange Tool:

Bata blessing is known as an exchange tool, rooted in the strong belief in word magic and deep
respect for elders. People often organize special events, inviting guests, showing respect, and

preparing traditional dishes with a rich dastarkhan solely to receive an elder's bata.

The act of requesting a blessing from an elder signifies their respected role in the society and
highlights the weight their words carry for those receiving the blessing. Receiving such
blessings is perceived by both those who give and those who receive them as tools for 'opening
the road’, clearing one's path from dangers and supporting the attainment of goals.
Psychologically, it can be understood as a form of verbal affirmation. Most of the Bata-blessing

in the informal setting in this paper belong to this category.

There are several isolated cases where the utterance would not be considered a Bata if not
explicitly labeled as such, often occurring when future-politicians themselves requested the
blessing in a formal setting. One such instance took place at a polling station, where a citizen
gave a Bata after receiving a shapan (traditional men's jacket) as a gift and as an elder was asked

to give Bata to bring the participants luck:

Kanpip 60mbIn ke eaim I came like a wanderer
XaH OOJIBII MILIKTHIM TOM And Left like a khan,

Pakmer Thank you
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This serves as an example that Bata when it is used as an exchange tool may be used only
symbolically, and at the same time as the ‘future-politicians’ asked for it and received it with
good enthusiasm it showcases the respect towards elders’ words in general and why they have
been selected as the one giving Bata. The man who gave the Bata is also revealed to be a
well-known and respected individual in that specific region- aksakal Zhanayev. Also it was
found that giving Bata at the polling station is not a new phenomenon. A review of publicly
available posts on Facebook reveals multiple instances of such blessings mostly given by the first
person who comes to the voting station. It also supports the ‘road-opening’ of Bata, because it
already happens in the beginning of those important milestones we talked about in the
introduction. Giving Bata right in the beginning of the voting serves as a wish/blessing that this

voting season will go smoothly.

When Bata is initiated by the politician in this category citizens are surprised so what they say is
mostly not the critique but rather non-Bata, or everyday-Batas’ that contain typical wishes on

prosperity and health rarely combined with gratitude words.

However, it is still important WHO is getting the blessing? This category focuses on the
politician's well-being, wishing him a happy life, table full of food and luck in their beginnings.
For example, the following text in an informal setting occurred when the akim of North

Kazakhstan oblast, Erik Sultanov, visited a war veteran’s house during New Year's in 2014.

JleHcaynbIFbIH 30p OOJICHIH May your health be strong
JlacTapxaHbIH MOJI OOJICBIH May your table be full of food

Kaiima 6apam necenne Wherever you want to go
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AJBIHIA THIPBIM TBIPHIM YKOJI OOJICHIH

May the road be easy/comfortable

In these cases, informal Bata blessings frequently take place in the homes of citizens,

particularly war veterans, figures well-respected by the nation for their courage and service. As

veterans age and often become housebound, the president initiated a special program in 2014,

assigning regional akims (mayors) to visit veterans during significant holidays to express

gratitude for their service. This practice brings back that exchange tool role of the Bata, where

the veteran's blessing acknowledges the politician's effort in visiting them. The dynamic is

especially explicit in the 2016 example given to the akim of Taldykorgan city, Yermek Alpysov.

BacrapsiHa caynbik 6epcin

Bana maranapbiy aMmaH OOJIBII

Exn ipreci aman 6obIm

Op yakeitTa Kynai sxakchbUIbIKTa Ke3ecTipe Oepcin
Crriinan KenreHaepine

Bi3niH *achIMBI3IBIH KelyiHe OaiIaHbICThI

JKypin TypyBIMBI3/IbIH ayBIPJIBIFbIHA OaiiIaHBICTHI

Keminm MbpIHa KYTTBIKTaFaHIaphIHA KOIT paKMET

May they give you good health

May your kids be safe

May the foundation of the country be safe May
there be a peace

May God make us meet only when there is good
Due to our coming of age

Depending on the severity of our health

Thank you very much for visiting and

congratulating us

It goes a bit off the rhythm but the purpose is included explicitly. Citizens view politicians as a

very empathetic person. Despite very common negative view of politicians assuming that most

of them are stealers it is the moment when citizen is speaking for himself and his family:
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JleHcaynbIFbIH 30p 0OJICHIH
JlacTapxaHbIH MOJI OOJICHIH

Kaiina 6apam necenne

AJTBIHJIa THIPBIM ITBIPBIM 3KOJT OOJICHIH
JKypreH xepiH KYT Oepeke

AMaH KYPTTHIK OKEJICIH

Enine xaitbr 601

XaJpIKKa KaObUIBI OO0JT

May you have strong health,

May your table be plentiful.

Wherever you wish to go,

May open roads stretch before you.

May the land you walk on bring prosperity,
May you bring peace to those around you.
May you be kind to your people,

And may the people welcome you warmly.

However, as it was claimed before the information and a social image of the politician also

seems to play a role. The next bata was given to Yerbolat Dosaev, one of the most scandalous

akims of the country. The text is in Russian as it was taken from a news report. It was uttered

when in may of 2023 he went to congratulate a war veteran:

Jletn xunu B MUpeE U COITIACHUM.

[To3BoINETE aTh CBOE OJIArOCIIOBEHUE U Oara. Let me give you my blessing and bata.

A xxenaro, yToObI Hat Kazaxcran mporseTat, I wish for our Kazakhstan to prosper,

3mopoBes U Onaromoiryuns Bcem ka3axctannaMm | Health and well-being to all Kazakhstanis

children to live in peace and harmony.

At the time of the blessing, Yerbolat Dosaev had only one year of experience as akim and already

held a poor reputation, which worsened later. His term began on February 5, 2022, when he

permitted a protest against himself®. While the intention behind this decision remains unclear, it

could have been an attempt to position himself as an atypical politician. However, his later

actions did not align with this image.

Within the year, he was known for failing to address the poor condition of public transportation,

neglecting proper street lighting on streets, showing detachment from people's concerns in
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public meetings, and he was claimed to have “rude defensive aggressive communication skills™>.

So taking into account this information the veteran's blessing, while framed as an act of respect,
performs a subtle yet powerful discursive shift. By excluding any direct wishes for Dosaev's
personal success or leadership, the blessing symbolically displaces the politician from the center
of the blessing. This absence of personalized praise, especially compared to other examples in
this category of Bata can be read as a form of disapproval or social distancing. The blessing's

focus on collective prosperity implicitly shows that disapproval.

The final example that belongs to the category of an exchange happened during a formal setting.
Back in 2018 during the periodical report a citizen thanked Nurlan Nogaev, a well-respected
ex-akim of Atyrau region and an ex-akim of Mangystau region. Bata served as an exchange tool
for his fair service to the nation. Nurlan Nogaev is currently one of rare akims that are known for
their good deeds during the crisis. He was an aim of Mangystau during the 2022 January

protests.

A nationwide protest that started in the west regions of Mangystau and Atyrau led to the death of
hundreds of citizens including elders and kids. However the only place where things remained
comparatively calm and with no casualties were the regions under the control of Nurlan Nogaev.
He immediately opened an accessible chat with citizens, he did not hesitate to meet the people

and solve their problems and concerns.

2. “Dosaev, Leave”

3. Dosaevs’ rude communication skills.



https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-almaty-rally-mayors-electivity/31687830.html
https://bes.media/news/dollarovyj-millioner-u-rulya-almaty.-chto-erbolat-dosaev-sdelal-za-god-dlya-megapolisa-596/

That could be the reason for the exception from the other cases in this category:

bi3 ka3zak nereH ep emik
OKciI JKbUTAIl erireH
KabpiprampI3 cerinrex
Ara cysiTaH OOJIIbI et
Kyanbm sxyp >xac 6anmgap
Icigmi Asuta oHaceIH
[Tarma 6oncay a1 601
Kapa Kpuias! KbIp skapFaH
Atbipayna Ucarai
bypeiana eTken 6adanap

Opyarsbl Ci3/11 KOpFaChIH

We were Kazakh men

Sown with tears

Our ribs were broken

Now that you become an Aga-sultan
Young children are happy

The light is shed on the ground

May Allah support your actions

If you are a king, be fair

That black-haired brave man

Isatai in Atyrau

May Past ancestors’s soul protect you

This particular Bata is also notable for its unique language, incorporating terms such as
Aga-sultan and king, and referencing the struggles in the history of the Kazakh nation. The

identity of the citizen giving the blessing remains unclear, as he is neither an akyn nor a writer.
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However, there may be a correlation between his rhetorical style and his possible affiliation with

the Kishi Zhuz (a part of the Kazakh nation situated in west Kazakhstan). Kishi zhuz is

well-known for being the warriors and defenders, always having that bravery to confront

opposition. There is even a traditional saying about them: “Kiuri »xy3xi Haiiza Oepimn gayra Kot -

“ Give the spear to Kishi Zhuz and set them to dispute”. So this might be affecting the language

and overall behavior of the citizen. However, it needs thorough analysis in future studies.



2. Bata-blessing as a Guideline:
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The content of the Bata blessing in this category mostly focuses on giving directions or advice.

Notably, this research identifies a new dimension of Bata-blessings: the use of the second

imperative form like “Be loyal” or “Act fair” and the lack of rhythm. However, its identity

remains as a Bata-blessing. According to Hanks (1987) discourse genres might remain relatively

stable over time but they still can be a subject of manipulation and change.

There is a big correlation in this category also focusing on the well-being of the nation rather

than on the politician, and in this case the politician is implicitly given those instructions as the

one who has to contribute to the prosperity of the nation. For example, the following blessing

given to the Prime Minister Saparbayev during his annual reports meeting was initiated by

citizen during Q&A (Question and Answer) session:

EnOex erin enige

XaJIKpIHA COHJIal KaKbIH

oo

Kasbi0ek 6uneit kamaipmi
Temne Ounelt oyt 601
[Tanacki3ra mana 0o
Banacei3ra 6ama 0ox
OJIUT WIeIiI Jp ICTI,

AKBIIBI acKaH naHa 00i1

Serving your country

Be close to your
nation/people

Be as precious as Kazybek bi
Be as fair as Tole bi

Be a shelter to the homeless
Be a child to the childless
Solving every case justly

Be wise beyond reason

offering advice rather than commands.

Although parts of this text
may resemble an authoritative
order, the references to historical
figures such as Tole Bi and
Kazbek Bi, judges and
counselors of the Khans, suggest
otherwise. Their well-known
reputation for just service,
familiar to every Kazakh person,

proves that the Aksakal (elder) is
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Advice mostly took place in formal gatherings and to some extent are not always welcomed.
Like in the above example in the video it is visible there is no physical response from the
politician, he does not raise his hand to get the bata and when the citizen finished his speech, he
was interrupted from his following speech with quick ‘thanks’. It to a certain extent contradicts
the old “freedom of fair word” phenomena in Kazakh history, however so far it is an isolated
case. Raising your hand in the Bata gesture is an extremely important aspect of the bata,
especially for the recipient. There is an extremely popular humor (joke) about it too: when
everybody just stops and immediately sits down because the Bata has started, everybody must be
silent and stop everything that is the level of respect Bata requires. This example was one of the
rare footage when a politician's presence (Prime Minister Saparbayev) was also included on the
screen and we do not witness that respect here.

Advises took place on voting stations too, when an elder comes to vote for the local akim the
election nominees ask them to give their Bata, and again this ‘road opening/bringing luck’ role of

the genre is brought back. He clearly states the importance of loyalty,

Oo bucmumnsaxu Paxmanu Paxum Oo Bismillayahi Rahmani Rahim
AJna KkapblUIKaChIH May Allah bless you

AJa KoJaackH May Allah support you

Perti kece anupl kencin May the good come first
ATacsI3ra ara OOJIBIHBI3AAP Be the father to the fatherless
baraceizra 6ara O0JBIHBI3AAD Be Bata to the bata-less
MomnTaiiTac oOKpyTiHiH Oanmapsl May the men of this village
Anan OoJbeIn Be loyal

Ocbl MoHTaiTacIpl cakrar And treasure this village



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nq77siVD8Vo
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ApTbIHaH caiinayra And after that election I give you bata

Cennepre 6ara OepeMiH.

Previously stated respect towards Bata is visible in the following expression “Be a father to a
fatherless, Be Bata to the Bata-less”. In this short expression Bata is elevated to the same

significance as a father figure, symbolizing protection, guidance, and moral leadership.

3. Bata-blessing as a Sociopolitical Critique tool:

The main research question is How Bata-blessing is used as a socio-political critique tool.
There are 3 main patterns that make the Bata-blessing a critique: first, the content often reflects
ongoing social discourses of the time; second, the blessing is performed in the presence of a large
audience; and third, unlike the Guidance category, the blessing maintains its third-person
imperative form, with its mood remaining unchanged.

A. Bata-blessing and social discourse: The residents of Musabek village in the Zhetysu
region have gained access to natural gas. This is the eighth village in the Koksu district to
have a gas pipeline installed, reports Qaz365.kz. A total of 523,827,000 tenge was
allocated for the construction of gas distribution networks and the main supply pipeline in
Musabek village'. The construction work was carried out by the contractor LLP "Almaty
Production Construction & Invest. At the event of celebrating and announcing this news,
a citizen was asked to give Bata and he was given a mic (facing the journalists and

audience) he said:



https://www.instagram.com/reel/CzGLm1uCDvp/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
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Aybutra eHJIi ra3 KelciH, May gas come to the village now.

KyanbIm XanKpiM M3 OOJICHIH. May my people be happy.

blIzrapsr keTin CyBIKTHIH, May the cold be gone quickly,

Mawmbipaxkaii ka3 OOJICHIH. May it be a bright summer.

Kewmip xarpim, Kyn Terin may women no longer be worn out

Olienaep eHai To30achlH. with burning coal and pouring out the ashes
OUIIIK KEJICIH Ka3aKKa Let justice come to Kazakhs

KaamaiibIk KyJKi Ma3zakka Let's not get ashamed/ laughed at
XaJIBIKTBhI TOHAFAH KEMKOPJIap May the corrupt ones who robbed the nation
TyrejiiMeH eHCiH TO3aKKa. Go to hell

The news was published in late 2023 (November), the same year several politicians in
Kazakhstan were accused and arrested for corruption. One notable case was the former Minister
of Justice, who was detained on charges of abuse of power, and Former Chairman of the National
Chamber of Entrepreneurs "Atameken" Ablay Myrzakhmetov. Also, in 2023 the Kazakh

government decided to use unusual tools to deal with corruption which seemed ridiculous and
funny to the people, rather than a real solution: Posters with emojis or “Anti-corruption™. The
pills being Vitamin C in the jar named “Anti-corruption pills” given to participants at the skiing
competition in 2019 in Pavlodar. So, there is a contextual connection between what is said and

what was happening in the country.

4. Posters with emojis or “Pills from corruption”:
https://www.occrp.org/ru/ficher/askorbinka-cestnosti-i-antikorrupcionnye-aitysy-kak-v-kazaxstane-izobretaiut-novat



https://www.occrp.org/ru/ficher/askorbinka-cestnosti-i-antikorrupcionnye-aitysy-kak-v-kazaxstane-izobretaiut-novatorskie-sposoby-borby-s-korrupciei
https://www.occrp.org/ru/ficher/askorbinka-cestnosti-i-antikorrupcionnye-aitysy-kak-v-kazaxstane-izobretaiut-novatorskie-sposoby-borby-s-korrupciei
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However, even before this, Kazakhs had already turned the topic into a meme, mocking the irony
of headlines such as "Kazakhstan will teach Iraqi officials how to fight corruption. "> This

headline also received a lot of public skepticism as people do realize the severity of the problem

in Kazakhstan and teaching other nations when we can not solve it ourselves is not normal.

B. Contrary to popular belief, whether the blessings have sharp criticism in them has nothing to
do with the role of the politician: presidents do not get more criticism compared to regional
akims and mayors. However, a pattern found in all of the cases is the public. It might be caused
by several hypotheses: a) More eyes gives more courage for the person to say what they have in
mind. Being all alone with your family and the politician with its team in your own house might
bring protective feelings towards your family and yourself. Which might be supported by famous
cases of mysterious “suicides”/ deaths of political activists in the beginning of the 2000s. Or b)
It might be caused by the responsibility of speaking for the ‘mass’ and not only for himself and
his family in his house. As an individual chosen for hundreds of people during public events, it is
expected to address the issues and concerns of the masses rather than personal issues. Or ¢) It is
also considered rude to start criticising the person who made a certain effort to come to your

house and acknowledge your service.

5. Kazakhstan will teach Iraq on how to deal with Corruption:



https://informburo.kz/novosti/kazahstan-nauchit-gossluzhashchih-iraka-borotsya-s-korrupciey.html
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C. To criticize the politician Bata-blessings loses its well-known content, it is no longer about the
well-being of the politician nor “ may you be happy and healthy”, rather “may the corruption
finally end”. However, considering the “Guideline” category where blessings adopt the
second-person imperative, in critique Bata-blessings the third-person imperative remains.
Citizens often refrain from directly addressing politicians with commands like “(You) Do Not
Steal” instead say, “May the liars suffer in hell.” This linguistic choice shifts the critique from
direct advice to an implicit warning, allowing the speaker to voice discontent without overt

confrontation.

The next example is what has motivated me to write this capstone project. On December 10,
1991, the first presidential inauguration in the history of Kazakhstan took place. Nursultan
Nazarbayev solemnly took the oath of office as head of the state after his victory in the first
national elections held on December 1, 1991 where he got the support of 98.7 percent of votes.
For his inauguration he invited the Kazakh writer and poet Shakir Abenov, who was well-known
for openly criticizing the Soviet regime in his poems, and who needed to hide from the
authorities until the very end of the soviet regime. As it states it contains in itself all the crimes

that the poet has faced during his life, and some big social discourses of the late Soviet times:

Onmn meri3ri 6aranbl Hypebuitanra xanbIkThiH | That main bata is the blessing of the people for
Oaracsl. Nursultan.

Omn yuriH yur MiHZIET aTKapy Kepek: For this, three tasks must be performed:

Bipinmmi- xymbickep, AuKanibl, Man ecipymii | First- for workers, farmers, livestock breeders, the
mapyanapJslH €HOET1HE BICHIPAIl JKacaTnan president needs to provide proper guidance and

JypbIC OacHIbUIBIK Oepirn OaKbUIaIl OTHIPY. control the work of farmers without wasting it.
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The poet was born in 1901 and has seen all the struggles Kazakh people went through in the 20th
century. So, by the just treatment towards workers, farmers and livestock breeders he speaks
from his experience of forced collectivization that took place during 1930s where 1.5 million
Kazakhs were killed, and the virgin lands campaign in the second half of the 1950s, the use of
the virgin lands to meet the needs of post-war soviet nation just led to serious environmental

issues like stocks of valuable hunting and the soil were almost completely destroyed.

ExinHmmi-xaaplKKa 3UsH KEATIPETIH 30PIIbIK Second- Prohibition of violent criminals, who
3YJIBIMIBLIAPIBI asTyChI3 JKa3a Oepin ThIMBIM harm other people by mercilessly punishing
caiy. them.

The second line: seems quite a general and obvious task that does not require mentions.
However, considering the crisis and surge of criminal bands in the late 1980s and early 1990s
following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the akyn might have specifically highlighted it to
signal that the new leader must ensure the punishment of violent criminals and urgently restore
control over rising crime rates. One of the best examples, which is well-known not only in
Kazakhstan but in neighboring countries, is the serial killer Nikolay Zhumagaliev, a cannibal
whose victims were mostly women. In August of 1989 he escaped the psychiatry clinic and was
noticed in Moscow, that was the moment he created this fear in all of the Soviet citizens and
became an international criminal and a huge discourse. A violent criminal escaping from a clinic
in Almaty and arriving in Moscow shows how nonfunctional the police of that time were. It is
the same time period where the fall of the Soviet Union led to the major organized crime circles

in Kazakhstan (Shelley, 2022).


https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%94%D0%B6%D1%83%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%B2,_%D0%9D%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9_%D0%95%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
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Y uriHmi- anaeraggaiil ceoenTex o31 Third- if he makes a mistake for some reason,
Karejecce, XaJbIKTaH KeNIpiM cypar o3 he apologizes to the people and corrects his
KareciH 31 Ty3ey. A OyHBI XaJIbIK OepeTiH own pocket. And we call this the main bata
OyHBI HeTi3ri Oara nenMis. that is given by people.

This is straightforward criticism- it is friendly but also a kind of a warning that if mistakes take
place Nursyltan needs to accept that he made a mistake and apologize. Kazakhs were trying for
several centuries to get their independence back, so the poet might have expected that the leader
would make mistakes: he approached it with kindness and pointed out the important thing is the
leader apologizing for his mistakes and fixing them. This Bata-blessing is what has started our
nation and based on the background of its participants it illustrates the complex transition the
nation was experiencing at the time: new beginnings shaped by lessons of the past and emerging
ideas of genuine leadership rooted in care for the nation.

A notable fact about the context of this Bata is that before giving blessings to the president, the
editor of a famous newspaper came from the city to akyn’s village and tried to prepare his bata/to
add some words. However, Shakir Abenov did not give in, saying: “«OraH cacma, oi1 ke3ae Aa
o3i aybI3ra ce3 canaas»’ "Don't worry, in the moment God himself will put words in (my)

mouth." Today this method of improvisation and free speech would be less likely to happen.

6. Shaker Abenov about the content of the bata:
https://gazaquni.kz/rukhanivat/73528-elbasyina-bata-bergen-sh-kir-ben-lyinyi



https://qazaquni.kz/rukhaniyat/73528-elbasyina-bata-bergen-sh-kir-ben-lyinyi
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Even Mr Abdildyn (Ex-Chairman of the Supreme Council (1991-1993)) says “On the eve of

gaining independence, people had great hopes, they pinned their hopes on the president, and they

trusted his entourage. Now the people are not allowed to see the president; they are afraid that he

may not like the words of even the elected elders”. He assumes that the Bata blessing was

forgotten by the president and states that starting from the day one Nazarbayev wanted to take all

the power to his own hands (Serik Abdildins’ exclusive interview in 2016).”

Another example is from a youtube video posted on February 19, 2020 of a veteran giving his

blessing to the akim of Almaty, Sagintayev.

KazakTtsiH aTeiHa Kip KenripreH, Cribaiinac
KEMKOPJIBIK , OTIpIK, MaKTaHIIAKTHIK
3aHOY3YIIBIIBIK, CKDKY3IUTIK OTIPIK alTaThIHIAPABIH
0op1 KOUBLIBIN JKaKCHIIBIK KaFbl TOPTE KEJICIH
Enimiznin ereMeHiri yiibl JajgamMbl3 HbIFBIT

PyxaHu sKaHFBIPY 'KOHiH/Ie KOUFaH
OarpapmaJiapabiH 09pi OpPBIHAAJICHIH

Opsiananein kek 6aliparbIMbI3 acnana xutoipern
Kazak esiH *bU11aH KbUTFa JaMBITHIIT

Enimiz mamu 6epcin

Let Corruption that tarnished the Kazakh name
Lies, pride, Lawbreakers, hypocrisy,

Let all those who lie be destroyed

Let the good side prevail.

Let the sovereignty of our country is strengthen
Let all your plans for “Ruhani Zhanghiru” be
fulfilled

Our blue flag is flying in the sky

Developing the Kazakh country from year to year

Let our country flourish

7. Serik Abdildins’ exclusive interview on what was happening during the very first years of independency:
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-nezavisimye-lydi-abdildin/28084704.html



https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-nezavisimye-lydi-abdildin/28084704.html

29

The lines “Let corruption that tarnished the Kazakh name... be destroyed” and “Let all those
who lie be destroyed” indicate frustration with widespread dishonesty and unethical governance.
However, unlike general cynicism toward politicians, the veteran’s words suggest an informed

critique. This implies a level of political awareness, recognizing both flaws and the potential for

reform. The mention of Ruhani Zhangyru, a state-led modernization program, further highlights
this. Implemented in 2017, the program aimed to strengthen national identity, with major
initiatives such as the shift to the Latin alphabet. While this transition was controversial, the
veteran’s blessing expresses support for its successful implementation. When it comes to the list
of crimes in Bata it is not addressed to the politicians only but workers who participate in these
activities. Around the time when this bata was uttered the tax corruption scandal occurred in
January 2020, where Almaty tax officials were suspected of systematically accepting bribes,
providing contemporary context for the Bata’s concern with dishonesty®. This case, where
entrepreneurs allegedly paid 30,000—40,000 tenge in bribes instead of legal taxes, reflects

systemic corruption that harms both governance and the economy.

By calling for an end to corruption, lies, and hypocrisy, the Bata implies that such issues are not
limited to politicians alone but extend to society as a whole. This aligns with Kazakhstan’s
broader discourse on responsible citizenship, suggesting that true national renewal requires moral

integrity from both leaders and citizens.

8. Tax corruption. https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan news/nalogovikov-almatyi-zapodozrili-v-korruptsii-388863/


https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/nalogovikov-almatyi-zapodozrili-v-korruptsii-388863/
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V. Conclusion:

The purpose of this capstone project was to investigate the role of Bata blessings given by
citizens to modern day Kazakh politicians. The study attempted to find the underlying motivation
of those blessings to examine whether they align or differ from the Bata-blessings used in its
usual contexts.

The research hypothesis was about the existence of minimum three categories of these blessings:
1. Bata as an exchange 2. The guideline 3. Socio-political critique concept. The major findings of
the study are: a. When used as an exchange tool the content will concentrate on the recipient’s
prosperity, when used as a guideline it includes names of famous influential kazakh figures and a
critique Bata will always be uttered in formal settings. In critique category citizens giving bata
will have a certain knowledge of current political situation and news of the time. In these
moments, long-standing tensions find verbal expression, with corruption frequently emerging as
a central theme. This demonstrates how Bata-blessing serves not only as a cultural ritual but also
as a subtle yet powerful form of socio-political critique in contemporary Kazakhstan.

Additional studies could be conducted to either prove or disprove the analysis by (1) including
a bigger amount of data and (2) interviews with citizens who have given Bata to politicians. Ask
them the following questions: what was the purpose of their Bata, what do they think of the
politician, was their text memorized or improvised and most importantly, if their views of the
politician is different or somehow opposes what they have said in their Bata like: a negative
impression of him, but Bata includes appraisal and belongs to the category of exchange tool

concentrating on politicians’ personal well-being, then why did they chose that and vice versa.
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1991

BaragplH eki »xoabl Oap Oipl Herisri Oara,

0Oipi s1e6izi Gara.

Onmn neri3ri 6aranbl HypcbuiTanFa XanbIKThIH
Oaracel. O yIIiH YIII MiHIET aTKapy Kepek:
BipiHmIi- )KyMBICKED, TUKAHIIIBI, MaJT
ecCipyIIIi mapyanapablH €HOETIHE BICKIpaIl
Kacatnai JypbIc OaCIIBIIBIK Oepir
0aKpLIaIl OTHIPY.

ExinHmmi-xanpIKKa 3UsTH KEATIPETiH 30PIIBIK
3YIBIMIBLIAPBI asTyChI3 XkKa3a Oepill THIHbIM
caiy.

Y uriHmi- anaeragaail ceOenTex o31
KareJecce, XaJIbIKTaH KellipiM cypar 3
KaTeciH 031 Ty3ey. A OyHBI XalbIK OepeTiH
OyHBI HeTi3r1 O6ara nenMis.

An ne6i311 6aTa—oJ1 OCBI OTBIPFaH
XaJIBIKTBIH aHCaFaH apMaHbl KEJICIIEKTeH
TiJIereH Tuieyi ain. Xak Tarama
KaJIIpETTiePl XaIKbIMBI3IbIH

bepeke GipiiiriH HEIFAUTHIT, XaJIBIK CYHIN

caiinarad HypceuiTaHHBIH aOBIpOii aTa

There are two types of bata, one is Negizgi
bata(the main bata) and the other one is the Lebizdi
bata blessing. That main bata is the blessing of the
people for Nursultan. For this, three tasks must be
performed:First- for workers, farmers, livestock
breeders. The President needs to provide proper
guidance and control the work of farmers without
wasting it. Second- Prohibition of violent criminals,
who harm other people by mercilessly punishing
them. Third- if he makes a mistake for some reason,
he apologizes to the people and corrects his own
pocket. And we call this the main bata that is given
by people. And Lebizdi bata blessing/Bata
edification is the longing dream and wishes about
the future of the people who are sitting here. May
God strengthen the unity of our people and (for)
Nursultan, who was elected by the people, May he
become famous in the world and may he be
captured in history books as a well respected one.
May the terrible habit of harming the people vanish

and may our



https://qazaquni.kz/rukhaniyat/73528-elbasyina-bata-bergen-sh-kir-ben-lyinyi
https://qazaquni.kz/rukhaniyat/73528-elbasyina-bata-bergen-sh-kir-ben-lyinyi
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JTAHKBI ©CII QJIeMre oUTiI 00T TapUXTHIH
JOTITEPiHEH TIPKEJICiH. XaJIbIKKa 3USH
KENTIPETIH CYMJIBIK 9JIET )KOWBUICHIH, bip
JKepJCH Ko Oip aybI3/iaH co3 IIBIFaphIIT

XankpiMb13 —inaudible. Aymun

From one land may people speak freely. Our people

(inaudible). Amen.

1991

Ata: XXyprenie sKOIbIHEI3 OOICHIH.

Konwrapiz 6oscbin ( handing him kamchi)
Hazap6aes: Pakmet

Ata: KpIabIp aTa Ci3/iH K0JI1aCchIHbI3
OOJICHIH [l TUIEHMI3.

Ochl mangapaeiy 6api CI31IIH KYypic
TYPBICBIHBI3/IBI COHIIAIIBIKTHI PU3AJIBIKIICH
TBIHJIAI OTHIPAMBI3.

An enni Konaes J[lokeHHIH OpHBIHA Oap
eciMiH oflaH 1a ketepine 6ep Konaes
JloxeHHiH xacbiH 6eprip, Konaes JlokeH 3
KBUIAH aca yakbIT OacKapipl CEH KY3

XKblUTIaM Oackapa 6epini3 Kazakcranmbl

Hazap6aes: Onmma 6ackapyra 601Maiiasl fo.

Ky3 b1 6acKkapamblH A€ OyAipin

aJlJaMbIH O

BG: Good luck on your journey.

Good luck to you.

Nazarbayev: Thank you

BG: We wish Kydyr ata to be by your side. All
these elder guys here are always watching
your behavior with such happiness. inaudible And
now (you came) instead of

Konaev Dakeng, (may) your name will rise even
more. Konaev Dakeng, (may you be)

given the age of Konaev Zhakeng. Konayev Dakeng

ruled for more than 30 years, you

can rule Kazakhstan for 100 years.
Nazarbayev: You can't rule that long.
Nazarbayev: I'm going to spoil it/ruin it ruling for

a hundred years



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgQUSI9_B-w
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Ara: ©3nepinaeii 6ananap ecipe 6epyine
TiJIEKTeCHi3 AJsia TaFajnaM KyJiaFrblHa
HIAJIBIHCBIH. AYMUH

Hazap6aes: Ken pakmer.

Arta: Aaa usi paKMer.

Hazap6aes: JXXyprizin xaTkaH casicaTTblH
OOPJIBIFBIH CI3JIEP/IIH KYTTaIl
OTBhIpFaHIapbIHbI3Fa KOJAAI

OThIpraHAaPbIHbI3ta KOIITCH KOII paKMCT.

BG: We wish for children to grow up to be like you,
may God bless you. may angels receive these
prayers. Amen

Nazarbayev: Thank you very much.

BG: Ahhh yes thank you.

(Handshake)

Many thanks to those of you who support our

ongoing government policy.

2014

Bepeke Oepcid OacbiHa

Kp1apIp aTa KeJiciH KachblHa
JleHcaybIFbIH 30p OOJICHIH
JlacTapxaHbIH MOJT OOJICBIH

Kaiina 6apam necenmie

AJIBIHIA THIPBIM TIBIPBIM KO O0JICHIH
Kypren xepin KyT Oepeke

Enige »xaiyiel 001

XanbpIKKa KaObLIBI 001

May prosperity come to you

Let the Kydyr ata come to you
May you have great health

May your plate/table be always full
Wherever you want to go

May you have a smooth road ahead
May the earth you go be blessed
Be convenient for your nation

Be kind to the people



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvH7SrHqDxY
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2016 Wsa Kamarat May Allah grant you contentment
Anna OGepciH KaHaraT May your hearts be pure
Armmmak O0JICBIH KYPEKTEPiH May your shovels be made of gold
AnTeIHHAH OOJICBIH KYPEKTEPiH May your wishes be accepted
KaOp11 60JICHIH TiIEKTEPIH May your summer pastures be comfortable
JKa3 >xaiinaynapbIH >Kaiiibl O0JICHIH May your winter pastures be comfortable
KpIc xalinaynapbiH )Kahiabl 00JICHIH May He protect you from the cold
KaObIpragan COKKaH Ka3llaH CaKTaChIH May He protect you from the enemy
JKankan >xaymaH cakTachblH May He protect you from the friend who became a
Jloc 60mbIm aymimnan 0oJFaHHAH CaKTaChIH rival
OMip KachIH y3aK OOJICHIH May He grant you a long life

2016 A KyJIalibIM OHJIAChIH May God bless you
Kpipip 6abanmapbiy KoOJI1aChiH May Kydyr ata support you

bacrapeina caynbik 6epcin

bana maranapeiy amad 00T

Ex ipreci aman Gosbin

Op yakpiTTa Kymaif )kakChITbIKTa
Ke3zaecTipe 6epcin

Crliinan kenreHaepine

bi31H >kachIMBI3IBIH KeJTylHE OaliIaHBICThI
JKypirt TYpYBIMBI3IBIH ayBIPIIBIFBIHA

OalIaHBICTHI

May they give you a health

May your kids be safe

May the foundation of the country be safe/ May
there be a peace

May God meet only when there is good (happening)
Due to our coming of age

Depending on the severity of our health

Thank you very much for coming and

congratulating us



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bhMuIMYqkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EyyAUL70kM

38

Kenim MbIHa KYTTBIKTaFaH/apbIiHa KOTI
paKMeT

Kynaii MbIHa jkaHa JKbUIJIA KaHa TaOBICKa
JKETKi3e OepCiH

JKana b1 OapIbIFbIMBI3Fa TAOBIC OKEIT
Kynaii ocel anra KOHFaH MaKcaTKa KeTyi
HOCIII €TCIH

Hennepinis cay 00JICHIH

AymuH

May God bless you with success in this new year
May the New Year bring success to all of us
May God help you achieve your goals

May you be healthy

Amen

2018

Kini sxy3neit enisal kepceH MiHe 6ip

KaIbIp

Kymak >xaifpItt Kapchl asiap 8 skacap 6amachl
CexkceHnpieri KapT aTrachbl

AKca Mal aK aHacCEl

bepeiiin nemn a3ip Typ KOJIbIH KalbII
OaTachIH

bi3 kazak nmereH ep emik

OkKcin JKpUIan eriarex

KaObiprambI3 ceriiren

Ara cysiTaH OOJIIBI e

KyansIm xyp xac 6angap

Hyppsr xepre Teriiren

Seeing your people that is a blessing
Welcomes you their 8-year-old son
An old grandfather in his eighties
And a mother

He is ready to give you his blessings
We were Kazakh men

Sown with tears

Our ribs were broken

Now that you become an Aga-sultan
Young children are happy

The light is shed on the ground

Sand poured into his eyes



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usodIBjhRsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usodIBjhRsg
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S Let him sit and scratch the ground

KyM KyHBLIBIT KO31HE May Allah support your actions
OTBIPBITI Kep THIPHACHIH If you are a king, be fair

Icigai Asuta oHgackIH That black-haired brave man

[Tarma Gomncay ot 601 Isatai in Atyrau

Kapa xpLiasl KbIp sKapraH May Past ancestors’s soul protect you
Atpipayna Vcarait May the spirit of ???protect you

bypeiana eTken 6abanap
Opyarsbl Ci371 KOPFachlH

Kaziperti ?7???opyarsl ci3/1i KOPFachIH

2020 Ka3aKThIH aThIHA KIp KEATIPreH Let Corruption that tarnished the Kazakh name
Cr16aiinac kxeMKOPIIBbIK Lies, pride, adultery, hypocrisy, let all those who lie
OTIipiK MaKTAaHIIAKTHIK 3aH Oy3yIIBUTBLIK be destroyed and let the good side appear.
eKDKY3AUTIK OTIpIK alTaTbIHIapIbIH 09pi Let the sovereignty of our country is strengthen
YKOUBLITBII KAKCHUIBIK JKaFbl TOPTe KEJICIH Let all your plans for “Ruhani Zhanghiru” be

Enimiznin eremeniri yisl nanamer3 Heirbin | fulfilled

PyxaHnu xaHFbIpy *OHIHJIE KOIFaH Our blue flag is flying in the sky
OarmapmanapasH 09pi OpbIHAAICHIH Developing the Kazakh country from year to year
OpbiHaanein ex OaiiparbIMbI3 acmaHa Let our sons (and) daughters live happily
K110ipen Let our country flourish

Kaszax eniH XbpU1gaH *KbUIFA JaMBITHITT



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1V5P5KK9tA
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¥ 11 KbI3BIMBI3 OAKBITTHI OMIp CYPIIT

Enimiz namu 6epcin

2020

Korke Oaciiel koceM OOJIBIHEI3

Ceiinep ce3/eH mienieH OOIbIHbI3

Kayin meHeH karepnueH

OpKallian 1a amaH 0071

¥7b1 ce3re TYTKa 001

¥apIknanaail xakiMm 001

EnoOex erirm emnige

XakplHa COHOAN KaKbIH 00JI

Kasb16ek Omneit kaaipii

Teneduneii aaiin 60

OliTeke Ouelt TomKapraH

Enine conpait Manim 00

[TanaceI3ra ma"a 0o

Banaceizra 0ana 601

O 1entin ap icTi,

Be the leader of many

Be eloquent with your words

Be always safe

From all the dangers and risks

Be a final speaker of the great words
Be a great ruler

Serving your country

Be close to your nation/people

Be as precious as Kazybek Biy

Be as fair as Tole byi

So unique as Aiteke byi

Be well known for your nation

Be a shelter to the homeless

Be a child to the childless

Solving every case justly

Be wise beyond reason

May your children grow up

And become a wealthy nation, My son
May Allah yourself

Bless this Bata



https://www.nur.kz/society/1841776-saparbaev-polucil-blagoslovennoe-bata-ot-aksakala-na-postu-akima-video/
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AKBUIBI aCKaH JaHa 001

Ocin ypbeIM OYTarbiH

blpsicTs €1 6071 KapareiM

Ockb1 OGepreH OaTaHbI

Bip Anna e31H KaObLT FBIT

9 (2021 Oo bucvunnsaxy Paxmany Paxum Oo Bismillayahi Rahmani Rahim
AJta KapbUIKaChIH May Allah bless you
AJuta KoJJIachIH May Allah support you
Peri xece anmpl Kencin May the good come first
ArtaceI3ra ara OOJIBIHBI3IAP Be the father to the fatherless
Baracei3ra 6ara GonbIHBI3TAP Be Bata to the bata-less
MoHTaiiTac okpyriHiH Oangapsl May the men of this village
Anan 6ombIn Be loyal
Ocwt MonTaiitacas! inaudible And treasure this village
ApTeiHaH caiinayra ocel PN And after that election I PN give you bata
Cenpnepre 6ata 6epemiH. Allahu Akbar
Annaxyak6op

10 | 2021 Tene Ouneit kocem OOIBIHBI3 Be a leader like Tole Bi

_benripikreii memnien 60IbIHBI3

CanrpITOEKTEN aKbIH OOIBIHBI3

Be an eloquent orator like Boltirik

Be a poet like Salgytbek



https://aikyn.kz/152715/alla-koldap-elge-adal-kyzmet-etsin-86-zhastagy-aksakal-ekim-boludan-umitkerlerge-bata-berdi-video
https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
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boiinibexTeit 6aThip OOJTBIHBI3
Acan0Oangail Tiial OONBIHEI3
KonaeBraii 3anrap OOJIBIHBI3
Baysipxkanmait 31111 O0IBIHBI3

OMip KaCBhIHBI3 Y3aK OOJIBIIT

JKaMOBLIT KETKEH 7KacKa TOJIBIHbI3

Be a hero like Béyditbek

Be wise in speech like Asan kaigy
Be great like Qonaev

Be bold like Bauyrzhan

May your life be long,

May you reach the age Jambyl lived to.

11 2022 ITo3BoakTe /1aTh CBOE OnarocioBeHue Oara. | Let me give you my blessing and bata. I wish for
S xenato, utoObl Hamn Kazaxcran our Kazakhstan to prosper, children to live in peace
MPOIIBETAN, IETH KWK B MUpe U cornacuu. | and harmony. Health and well-being to all
310poOBbhs M 01aromoIydnsi BCEM Kazakhstanis
Ka3zaxcTaHI[aM

12 12023 Oyeni Ky/1ail OHIAChIH May God support you

XaJKpIMa JI9yJIeT OPHACHIH
bepexe-0ipiik HbIFaUbIT,
AnaybI37IbIK O0JIMACHIH.
AybUiFa eH/ll Ta3 KeJCIH,
KyaHsbIm xamkpiM M3 OOJICHIH.
bI3raps! keTin CyBIKTHIH,
Mawmbipaxail a3 00JCHIH.
Kewmip xarsII, KyJ Terimn
Orienep eH i T030achIH.

OJIUIIIK KEJICIH Ka3aKKa

May wealth come to my people

May Blessings and unity get strengthened,
May there be no discord.

May gas come to the village now.

May my people be happy.

May the cold be gone quickly,

May it be a bright summer.

Burning coal and pouring ashes

May women not be worn out anymore.

Let justice come to Kazakhs



https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
https://www.facebook.com/100057157264087/videos/245191917396049
https://www.zakon.kz/obshestvo/6392910-akim-almaty-erbolat-dosaev-velikaya-pobeda--eto-vasha-zasluga.html
https://www.zakon.kz/obshestvo/6392910-akim-almaty-erbolat-dosaev-velikaya-pobeda--eto-vasha-zasluga.html
https://www.zakon.kz/obshestvo/6392910-akim-almaty-erbolat-dosaev-velikaya-pobeda--eto-vasha-zasluga.html
https://www.zakon.kz/obshestvo/6392910-akim-almaty-erbolat-dosaev-velikaya-pobeda--eto-vasha-zasluga.html
https://www.zakon.kz/obshestvo/6392910-akim-almaty-erbolat-dosaev-velikaya-pobeda--eto-vasha-zasluga.html
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CzGLm1uCDvp/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading
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KanmaiibIk KyJKi Ma3akka
XaJbIKThl TOHAFaH )KEMKOpJIap

TyreniMeH eHCIH TO3aKKa.

Let's not get ashamed

May the corrupt people who froze the nation

Go to hell

13 12024 OTt6acelIapbIH aMaH cay ecin May your family grow up safe and
OCKeH epKeHIeTeH 0TOaChl OOJICHIH May they become a prosperous family
O3znepine Asta y3ak emip 6epin May God give you long life
ConapasiH KbI3METIH KOPIHIED May you see their care
BakpITTHI OONBIHIAD May you Be happy

14 | 2024 Ko kenmig Welcome
Aman 6o Be well/healthy
KonwiH ambik 60JIChIH May your path be open.
XaJbIKKa KbI3MET €TKEH KaKChl FOU It is good to serve the people.
XabIKTBIH aJIFBICBIH all May you get the people's gratitude.

15 | 2024 KaibIp 0OIBITT KT eaim I came as a wanderer

Voting | XaH GOJBIN OIBIKTBIM TOH Leaving as a khan,

poll

Pakmer

Thank you



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wSicRy2PiY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wSicRy2PiY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wSicRy2PiY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wSicRy2PiY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wSicRy2PiY
https://www.tiktok.com/@today.kazakhstan/video/7406225558029290758?_r=1&_t=ZM-8w56ShDgY1V
https://www.facebook.com/baigakum.akimat.5/posts/pfbid04gcJp4FguztpT9tQZEWUKjMsZfsuHNHkTszrqz1XyrRYbKRJvPWdJeChd4xWNtAyl?rdid=cgvNX0aVSJXfgBPe#
https://www.facebook.com/baigakum.akimat.5/posts/pfbid04gcJp4FguztpT9tQZEWUKjMsZfsuHNHkTszrqz1XyrRYbKRJvPWdJeChd4xWNtAyl?rdid=cgvNX0aVSJXfgBPe#
https://www.facebook.com/baigakum.akimat.5/posts/pfbid04gcJp4FguztpT9tQZEWUKjMsZfsuHNHkTszrqz1XyrRYbKRJvPWdJeChd4xWNtAyl?rdid=cgvNX0aVSJXfgBPe#
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