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Abstract—Narrowband powerline communications (NB-PLC)
and unlicensed wireless communications are two leading commu-
nications technologies for the emerging Smart Grid applications.
The channel and noise statistics experienced by powerline and
wireless transmissions are independent and of a non-identical
nature. In this paper, we exploit the diversity provided by
the simultaneous transmission of the same information signal
over powerline and wireless links to enhance the overall system
reliability. In particular, we propose efficient techniques to
combine the received signals of the NB-PLC and wireless links
for both coherent and differential modulation schemes while
considering the impulsive nature of the noise on both links. In
addition, we derive closed-form expressions for the average bit-
error-rate of the proposed combining techniques. Furthermore,
we present simulation results that quantify the performance gains
achieved by our proposed receive diversity combining techniques
compared to conventional combining techniques.

Index Terms—Impulsive Noise, Powerline Communications,
Receive Diversity, Smart Grids, Wireless Communications.

I. INTRODUCTION

Smart Grids are supported by heterogeneous networks that
employ both wireless and powerline communication (PLC)
technologies since no single solution fits all scenarios [1]. In
particular, the two leading contenders for smart-meter two-
way wireless communications in the unlicensed 902 — 928
MHz frequency band in the US are the IEEE 802.15.4g and
the emerging IEEE 802.11ah standards. In addition, several
PLC standards have been developed for the Smart Grid based
on narrowband powerline communication (NB-PLC) in the
3 — 500 kHz band (e.g. PRIME, G3, IEEE 1901.2, ITU-
T G.hnem). NB-PLC is used for last-mile communications
between smart meters at the customer sites and data concentra-
tors, which are deployed by local utilities on medium-voltage
(MV) or low-voltage (LV) powerlines [2]-[7].

A major design challenge in Smart Grid communications
is the presence of strong noise and interference. For instance,
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in the unlicensed 902 — 928 MHz band, the wireless interfer-
ence is primarily generated from uncoordinated transmissions.
Non-interoperable neighboring devices, operating in the same
frequency band, interfere with each other due to coexis-
tence issues among different standards. Such uncoordinated
interference is impulsive in nature and can be characterized
by statistical models such as the Gaussian mixture (GM),
Middleton Class-A (MCA) and symmetric alpha stable (SasS)
models [8]. In NB-PLC, over the unlicensed 3—500 kHz band,
the dominant interference is a combination of narrowband
interference and periodic impulsive noise that is synchronous
to half of an AC cycle. Typical sources of the noise and
interference include non-linear power electronic devices such
as inverters, DC-DC converters, and long-wave broadcast
stations whose energy is coupled to the powerlines in the
3 — 500 kHz band. Throughout this paper, we use the term
“noise” to refer to the combined effect of both noise and
interference.

The use of the unlicensed wireless frequency band for
Smart Grid applications is one of the use cases of both the
IEEE 802.15.4g and the emerging IEEE 802.11ah standards.
For instance, the IEEE 802.11ah standard has included the
application of sensors and meters as one of the major use
cases [9]-[11]. The coverage of the access point up to 1 km
is required whereas at least 100 kbps data rate is assumed
for the above use cases. For such application, a 1 MHz
bandwidth with a factor of 2 repetition and 1/4 overall coding
rate (including the repetition) is included in the standard so
that the transmission range can be increased. The data rate
for this scenario is calculated to be 150 kbps [10], [11]
including the guard band (25%) and the cyclic prefix (CP)
overhead (20%). Hence, for such a case, the bandwidth and
the data rate of the wireless link are comparable to those of
the NB-PLC link in the 3 — 500 kHz band. Furthermore, for
a 1 MHz channel bandwidth, there are 26 channels in the
902 — 928 MHz band. In addition, the total bandwidth of
the sub-1 GHz band is very narrow compared to the 100
MHz bandwidth in the 2.4 GHz band. Moreover, multiple
applications including proprietary ones are operating in the
sub-1 GHz band and given the limited number of channels
available, these applications might cause high interference to
each other. In particular, a critical challenge faced by the IEEE
802.11ah standard is the scarcity of the available spectra in
the sub-1 GHz ISM bands [9]. Spatial antenna diversity is a
well-known solution to tackle the problem of enhancing the
system reliability without sacrificing the spectral efficiency.
Similar to antenna diversity, our proposed NB-PLC/wireless
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Figure 1. System Block Diagram for NB-PLC/Wireless Diversity.

Table 1
KEY VARIABLES USED THROUGHOUT THE PAPER

Variable Definition [ Variable [ Definition
The fi i i s 1 he NB-PL!
! The OFDM block index v . v . e frequency doma?n recel\fed symbo. (')n the C
s W and the wireless links, respectively
k The OFDM subchannel index H . i . The frequency df)mam 9hannel on th‘e NB-PLC and the
P, W wireless links, respectively
The fi domai the NB-PLC and th
N The total number of OFDM subchannels zZ! P ! P © frequency . omain .nmse on e' and fhe
P, ws wireless links, respectively
Th i PL ireless link
N’ The number of active OFDM subchannels 0'2, o2 © average noise power or? C and wireless links,
pr oW respectively
L The number of OFDM blocks within half the AC cycle 52 5 The average noise power per subchannel on PLC and
period plk> Pw,lk wireless links, respectively
N The number of temporal regions for the PLC link noise 52 52 The frequency-domain instantaneous noise power on PLC
R within half the AC cycle period pylkr Tw,lk and wireless links, respectively
M The number of Gaussian mixture (GM) time-domain o2 The noise variance of the m-th time-domain GM noise
noise states on the wireless link w,m state (out of M states)
. . _ The noise variance of the i-th frequency-domain GM noise
1 2
X, The frequency domain transmitted symbol Cwi state (out of N + 1 states)

media diversity is also motivated by the need to enhance the
system reliability at the same spectral efficiency.

Different from conventional spatial diversity scenarios (e.g.
antenna diversity in wireless systems), simultaneous PLC and
wireless transmissions experience noise signals with indepen-
dent and non-identical statistics, which we refer to as an
asymmetric diversity scenario. This motivates the need for new
receive diversity combining techniques that take into account
the asymmetric nature of the noise over the diversity branches.
Previous studies on PLC/wireless diversity combining include
[12], [13]. However, their investigations considered in-home
broadband (BB) PLC transmissions in the 2 — 30 MHz band
and wireless transmissions in the 2.4 GHz band, assuming
MCA noise for the BB-PLC link and additive white Gaussian
noise (AWGN) for the wireless link, which have different
noise characteristics from those encountered by NB-PLC and
wireless communications in the unlicensed 902 — 928 MHz
band. Furthermore, in [13], the authors presented a comparison
between modulation diversity and coding diversity techniques
for parallel BB-PLC and wireless transmission in terms of
the total throughput. In modulation diversity, the same coded
information bits are transmitted over both links while in coding
diversity, the coded information bits are demultiplexed over the
two links by transmitting half of the information bits over each
link. Coding diversity is shown in [13] to achieve a higher
throughput than modulation diversity. On the other hand, at
the same data rate, modulation diversity achieves a higher
diversity gain than coding diversity. In this paper, assuming
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) transmis-
sion, we propose efficient modulation diversity receive com-
bining techniques for hybrid NB-PLC and unlicensed wireless

transmission that are suitable for the asymmetric impulsive
characteristics of the noise on both links. It is noteworthy that
modulation diversity is a more suitable technique than coding
diversity for the proposed hybrid NB-PLC/wireless diversity
since reliability (and not high throughput) is the main goal for
outdoor smart meter communications. The main contributions
of the present paper are summarized as

o For coherent modulation schemes, we propose two re-
ceive diversity combining techniques that take into ac-
count the asymmetric impulsive nature of the noise on
both the PLC and the unlicensed wireless links. The pro-
posed techniques are based on the instantaneous signal-
to-noise ratio (SNR) and the noise power spectral density
(PSD). The performance of the proposed techniques is
compared to the performance of the conventional average-
SNR-based combining. The proposed techniques exhibit
different performance/complexity tradeoffs.

o For differential modulation schemes, we study the per-
formance of two receive diversity combining techniques,
which are the average SNR combining and the equal-
gain combining. We show that, since the average SNRs
of the two links are not necessarily equal, each one of the
two combining techniques is suitable for a certain SNR
regime.

e For binary phase-shift keying (BPSK), we derive an
uncoded bit-error-rate (BER) expression for the proposed
combining techniques for coherent modulation under
realistic noise and channel models for both links.

e For differential BPSK (DBPSK), we derive an uncoded
BER expression for the PLC link with cyclostationary
Gaussian noise and a measurement-based channel model.
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o For DBPSK, we derive an uncoded BER expression for
the unlicensed wireless link with GM impulsive noise and
a Rayleigh fading channel model.

o For DBPSK, we derive an uncoded BER expression for
the investigated receive diversity combining techniques
for differential modulation.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. In the
next section, we present the system model including the
noise and the channel model assumptions. In Section III,
we describe our proposed NB-PLC/wireless receive diversity
combining techniques for coherent modulation. In Section IV,
we analyze the performance of the proposed coherent mod-
ulation combining techniques. In Section V, we describe the
proposed differential modulation receive diversity combining
techniques. In Section VI, the performance of the proposed
differential modulation combining techniques is analyzed.
Numerical results are presented in Section VII to compare the
performance of the proposed combining techniques. Finally,
the paper is concluded in Section VIII. The key variables used
in the paper are summarized in Table 1.

II. SYSTEM MODEL

As shown in Fig. 1, we assume OFDM transmission for
both the NB-PLC and wireless links. At the transmit side, the
same information signal is sent over both links simultaneously.
At the receive side, the received signals from the two links are
combined by first calculating the log-likelihood ratios (LLRs
or soft bits) for each branch and then adding them using
appropriate weights. The combined soft bits are then fed to a
detector that applies hard decisions on them to obtain estimates
for the transmitted information bits. It is worth noting that
the combining is performed at the bit (LLR)-level in order to
allow the two links to use different signal constellation sizes,
fast Fourier transform (FFT) sizes, cyclic prefix lengths or
different sampling rates, as long as both links have the same
average bit rate at the combiner input.

The received symbols at the combiner input for the k-th
subchannel at the [-th OFDM block for the NB-PLC link,
denoted as Y , and the wireless link, denoted as Y. ,, are
given by Ylk = Hl ka + Z£7k, ka = H! ka + Zw o
where X l, is the transmltted symbol with variance F; = NbEb,
where N, is the number of bits per symbol and Ej is the
average energy per bit. Zzl)’,C and mek are complex random
variables (RVs) with zero mean and variances 012) and o2,
respectively, that represent the frequency-domain noise on
the NB-PLC and wireless links, respectively. H zl), . and H fu &
represent the frequency-domain complex channel coefficients
of the PLC and wireless links, respectively. Next, we state and
justify our assumptions regarding the noise and the channel
models for the NB-PLC and wireless links.

A. NB-PLC Link Noise Model

The generation of the impulsive noise process that best
fits actual measurements is presented in [14]. The noise
process in NB-PLC is a cyclostationary noise process with a
period of half the AC cycle that is divided into Ny temporal
regions where the noise over each region can be assumed
to be a stationary process. Each region is characterized by

a discrete-time linear time-invariant (LTI) filter h;(n). The
average noise power in each region is given by E (|z(n)|?) =
[[hj(n)||?, n € Z;, where E(.) denotes the expectation
operation and Z; denotes the set of indexes of the noise sample
that belong to region j. The noise model is then parameterized
by: the number of stationary regions Ng, the region intervals
{Z; :+ 1 < j < Ng}, and the LTI filters {hj(n) : 1 <
j < Ng}, which are represented by their corresponding noise
PSDs, denoted by {612w-,C 1 < j < Ng}, obtained from
field measurements'. Hence, given the noise region index, the
probability density function (PDF) of Zl  1s Gaussian with
zero mean and variance op e = a ks Vl € L;, where L;
denotes the set of OFDM block 1ndexes that belong to the j- th
noise region, i.e.

k‘j ~CN (O Upjk) (1)

2 . . ~2 2 —
op can be written in terms of o, as o; =

1 k 0 7?40 1k+R20 2k+7230 3k where R; denotes
the time- percentage of the 7-th noise region relatlve to the
noise cyclostationarity period.

B. Wireless Link Noise Model

To the best of the authors’ knowledge, there are no papers in
the literature that discuss the noise modeling in the 902 — 928
MHz (sub-1 GHz) unlicensed wireless band. However, we
assumed the analogy between the sub-1 GHz and the 2.4
GHz frequency bands since both are unlicensed bands that
have similar operating communication technologies, which
are mainly WiFi- or ZigBee-based standards. In particular,
ZigBee, Bluetooth, 6LoWPAN, Wi-Fi and RFACE are widely
used 2.4 GHz solutions. Sub-1 GHz standards-based solutions
include ZigBee (currently the only protocol offering both
2.4 GHz and sub-1 GHz versions in the 868 MHz and 900
MHz bands), IEEE 802.11ah WiFi standard, EnOcean for
automation systems, and ONE-NET for control applications
[15], [16]. Hence, we followed the work in [17, Sec 3.3]
proposed for the 2.4 GHz band which modeled the noise as a
two-component Gaussian mixture random process.

It is well-known that most of the unlicensed wireless
standards adopt a random multiple access (MAC) protocol,
which avoids collisions by sensing the medium and waiting for
random back-off time when there is an ongoing transmission.
However, what still causes the interference in this case is the
presence of uncoordinated transmissions by non-interoperable
devices. In such a case, the devices within the same coverage
area might follow different standards, for different applica-
tions, that lack coexistence mechanisms between them. An
example for such a scenario in the sub-1 GHz band is the
presence of devices that follow the IEEE 802.11ah WiFi
standard and other non-interoperable devices that follow the
IEEE 802.15.4g ZigBee standard, although both standards
adopt a carrier sense multiple access (CSMA) with collision
avoidance MAC protocol. Furthermore, it is well known that
the 2.4 GHz band is currently better in terms of interoperability
than the sub-1 GHz since more global standards are being
currently introduced for the sub-1 GHz, but most companies
deploy proprietary protocols [15], [16].

'For more details about the NB-PLC noise generation please refer to [4].
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Various statistical models have been proposed to capture the
statistics of the noise that affects the uncoordinated wireless
transmissions in the unlicensed frequency bands including the
GM, the MCA, and the SaS models. Given that the MCA
PDF is a special case of the GM PDF and that the SaS RV
can also be approximated by a GM RV, we assume that the
noise in the wireless link is modeled as a GM random process
[8]. Next, we present the time-domain and frequency-domain
statistics of the noise on the wireless link.

The PDF of the GM distribution is a weighted sum of a set
of Gaussian PDFs. The PDF of a GM RV z is given by p(z) =
Zf\r{:—ol w,m/ (w0, ) exp (—|z2 /0%, ,,) , Where vy, is the
probability of the m-th Gaussian state, and M is the number of
states. Each state has a noise variance 02 m Where the average
noise variance over all states is o2. We assume that the state
with index m = 0 represents the thermal noise component. In
practice, only two terms of the GM PDF are enough to fit the
impulsive noise to the GM model [8].

The noise in the frequency domain is given by Z; =
VNN Gy B = 0, ... N 1, where N is the

FFT size and (p, = zpe ™’ Fkn_ Given the state of the
n-th noise sample, the PDF of C;m is Gaussian with zero
mean and variance o7 ,,, ie. (enlm ~ CN (0,02, ).

Hence, for the special case of M 2, the PDF of Z; is
given by Zy ~ S (V) e, 00T CN( =.:) [18], where

Gl = % licZ o+ (N —i)oZ ,]. In this case, the PDF of
the frequency-domain noise also follows a GM distribution
with N + 1 states. In summary, given the frequency-domain
noise state index, the PDF of Zl 18 Gaussian with zero
mean and variance O’ Uk = =02 The last statement hold true
provided that the N noise samples added to the OFDM block
(without CP) of index [ have ¢ samples that belong to the first
state of the GM distribution (the thermal noise state with prior
probability «, and variance 02) i.e.

Zypli ~ CN(0,55;). 2
2 G

o can be written in terms of

2 2
wN w,1 as Uw -
N i N—i=2
ZZ‘:O (i)aw Oaw 1 0w 8"
C. Channel Models

For the PLC link, we adopt a channel model based on
our laboratory measurements for low-voltage (LV) powerline.
We measured the channel impulse response (CIR) by sending
a known periodic training sequence from one end of the
powerline and then estimating the CIR from the received signal
at the other end. The measured CIR was found to be periodic
with a period of around half of the AC cycle. Similar results for
the periodicity of the NB-PLC CIR are reported in [2], [19],
[20]. For more details about the measurement-based channel
model we adopt in this paper, please refer to [4]. For the
wireless link, we assume a Rayleigh fading model since it is
widely accepted to capture small-scale fading effects on non-
line-of-sight signal propagation in wireless environments.

III. NB-PLC/WIRELESS RECEIVE COMBINING FOR
COHERENT MODULATION

In this section, we highlight the differences between the
conventional receive diversity combining scenarios and the

proposed NB-PLC/wireless receive diversity, and present our
proposed combining techniques for the coherent modulation
schemes.

A. Average SNR Combining (ASC)

Given that the noise statistics on both links are asymmetric
and that the NB-PLC noise model is non-stationary and
is based on field measurements for the noise PSD, it is
challenging to derive the optimal maximal ratio combining
(MRC) scheme. Furthermore, in the wireless link, the optimal
sufficient statistic for signal detection in the presence of GM
noise is computationally intensive [21]. A sub-optimal version
of the MRC scheme can be implemented by assuming that the
noise on both the NB-PLC and wireless links follows a white
Gaussian distribution. In this case, the combined log-likelihood
(LL) function for the k-th subchannel of the [-th OFDM block
can be expressed as

LL(XIQ) = log [P (}/plk|Hzlalelﬁ) ( ;k‘ ka)]
WL HLXIP Y- L XIP
a2 o2 ’
3)
where 012] and o2 are the average noise powers (variances)

of the NB-PLC and the wireless links, respectively. Without
loss of generality, assuming BPSK modulation, the combined
LLR for the k-th subchannel of the [-th OFDM block can be
expressed as LLRy, = LL(X, = 1) — LL(X} = —1) =
LLR 1 + LLRy ;). Since the average SNR is inversely
proportional to the average noise power, we refer to the
combining technique described by (3) as the average SNR
combining (ASC) technique.

B. Instantaneous SNR Combining (ISC)

From (3), we note that the contribution of each link to
the combined LLR is inherently weighted by the inverse of
the average noise power on that link. However, due to the
impulsive nature of the noise on both the NB-PLC and the
wireless links, the noise power level exhibits rapid variations
over both time and frequency. As a result, the average noise
power can be a highly sub-optimal combining metric for such
noise characteristics.

The rapid variations of the instantaneous noise power over
the frequency subchannels across several OFDM blocks are
evident in Fig. 2. Moreover, the noise power is shown to have
a high peak-to-average ratio (PAR), which is higher on the
PLC link (around 21 dB) than on the wireless link (around
14 dB). It is worth mentioning that the PAR for the AWGN
scenario is around 10 dB. Hence, to capture the instantaneous
noise power variations, we propose using the instantaneous
noise powers, or equivalently the instantaneous SNRs, as the
combining weights. Thus, the LL function can be written as

Y- HUXP Y, - HLXP

Lligc(X)) = ——— S :
plk wlk

“

where &7 is the instantaneous noise power for the /-th OFDM
block at the k-th subchannel. o2 and o7, can be written in

~2 -2 2 _ ) 2 _
terms of G 1k and Twik 88 0, = Ei [Uka} and o, =
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Figure 2. Noise Power in PLC link (top) and wireless link (bottom).

Eik {65})”@], respectively, where E; ;[.] denotes the expecta-
tion over the OFDM blocks and the frequency subchannels. To
estimate the instantaneous noise power, comb-type pilots can
be inserted periodically within the active OFDM subchannels
to estimate the noise power at the pilot locations. Then, linear
interpolation can be used to estimate the noise power at the
non-pilot subchannel locations. More accurate techniques for
estimating the instantaneous power of the impulsive noise
can be found in the literature. Among others, key papers for
cyclostationary impulsive noise power estimation include [3],
[22]. However, we believe that comparing the performance
of different impulsive noise power estimation techniques is
out of the scope of this paper. Nonetheless, we included the
performance of the instantaneous SNR combining to show that
it has a superior performance to other combining techniques
in presence of impulsive noise, as will be shown in the
numerical results presented in Section VIL.B, and also to
motivate future research in impulsive noise power estimation
since the available techniques in the literature are either too
complex for a practical implementation and/or require very
high pilot overhead.

C. PSD Combining (PSDC)

We propose using the average noise power per OFDM
subchannel, or equivalently the noise PSD, as the combining
metric, since the noise PSD is easier to estimate than the
instantaneous noise power. In this case, the LL function can
be expressed as

Yl _ Hl Xl ‘2
l | .k Pk k
LLpspc(Xy) = — =
Tp,ik
l l 12
|Yw,k - Hw,k,Xk"
- ) ; &)

O,k

where 67 is the average noise power for the {-th OFDM block
at the k-th subchannel. It is worth mentioning that the noise
PSD might vary from one OFDM block to another in the
PLC link since the noise has multiple stationary regions with
different PSDs, while for the wireless link the PSD is the same
for all OFDM blocks. This is the reason why we added the
subscript [ to the average noise power per subchannel 5l2k.

Next, we present a simple and effective technique to estimate
the noise PSD from the received signal power.

D. Noise PSD Estimation

The PLC noise is cyclostationary with a period of half
the AC cycle. Within each period there are three temporal
regions where the PLC noise is stationary over each of them,
i.e. the noise PSD is fixed over each of the three regions.
Hence, assuming knowledge of the noise region boundaries,
the PLC noise PSD for each temporal region can be estimated
separately from other regions. In other words, the noise PSD
for each noise region is estimated only from the OFDM blocks
that belong to this noise region. On the other hand, the wireless
link noise, which is assumed to be of GM distribution, is
stationary and hence all OFDM blocks can be utilized for
noise PSD estimation. Furthermore, the PSD of the noise in
the wireless link is shown in the numerical results presented in
Section VIL.B to be flat over frequency and equal to the GM
average noise variance 0121), and hence the noise PSD estimation
is not needed for the wireless link. In the following, we explain
our proposed noise PSD estimation technique.

The power of the received k-th subchannel of the [-th
OFDM block can be written as

Vil* = [H XL + 24 + 2% [H X Z)7] . (6)
where fRe (.) denotes the real part operator. Averaging over
V|2, we get

E(Vi?) = E(H*)E(XL?) +E(1Z)

+ 2% [E(H.X})E(Z)]. (7)
Since E (Z}*) = 0, then E (|Y}/|?) reduces to E (|Y}!|?) =
E (|H.*)E(|XL]*) + E (|ZL]?) . Setting E (|X}|?) = 1, we
get

Gir =B (1Z:]?) = B(Vil*) = E (|H[*) - ®)

Hence, from (8), for a certain subchannel k, the noise power
can be estimated by subtracting the average channel power
from the average received symbol power. Broadly speak-
ing, the averaging length (required for a certain noise PSD
estimation accuracy), which is the only parameter for the
noise power estimation technique, is dependent on the channel
PDF, and the channel autocorrelation function (over time)
and its associated channel coherence time in the sense that
the averaging length should be long enough such that the
channel gain time average approaches E (\H ,lc |2) Furthermore,
the averaging time duration has to be long enough to suppress
the term E (Z}*) in (7) to obtain an accurate estimate for
the noise PSD. However, the receiver can start decoding the
received data, using some initial combining weights, while
the averaging is running and does not have to wait for the
averaging to converge.

There is an important aspect to note about the channel
characteristics in the NB-PLC link. The NB-PLC channel is
a deterministic channel, that is either fixed over all OFDM
blocks or periodic over one (or half) AC cycle [2]. Hence, for
such a case, the averaging of the channel over one AC cycle
would be sufficient to obtain the average power for the channel
gain per subchannel. However, the averaging length over the
received signal power should be longer than one AC cycle
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to ensure that E (Z}*) = 0 and, consequently, that the time
average of the received signal power approaches E (|Y}/[?).

For PLC noise, the PSD estimation technique can be im-
plemented using three moving-average filters, one for each
noise region, where each filter keeps averaging the received
frequency domain signal power, following (8), over the filter’s
corresponding temporal region until this region ends. Once
we hit the next region boundary, the next filter is turned
on while the currently running filter is paused. Then, we
keep multiplexing over the three filters until the convergence
of the noise PSD estimation is reached. One method is to
terminate the averaging after a certain number of OFDM
blocks is reached. Another method is to keep monitoring
the change in the estimated noise PSD and terminate the
averaging if the change is less than a certain threshold. It
is worth mentioning that the current NB-PLC environment is
an outdoor environment where the PLC network topology is
almost static. Hence, the noise PSD, which depends on the
network topology and the connected components within the
network, is expected to be fixed. However, in general, we can
periodically re-enable the noise PSD estimation to account for
any changes in the PLC network. In this case, the re-enable
period should be much longer than the noise PSD estimation
convergence time. In addition, the PSD combining technique
can be set up to use the latest noise PSD estimate until the
convergence of the new PSD estimate.

A question that arises here is how to estimate the noise
region boundaries. In this regard, in [23], we developed a
technique for the noise region boundary estimation and studied
its performance in terms of the missed detection rate (MDR)
of the noise region boundaries.

IV. PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS FOR COHERENT
MODULATION

In this section, first we present analytical expressions for
the uncoded average BER for both the PLC and wireless links.
Then, we derive an expression for the uncoded average BER of
our proposed PSDC technique assuming perfect PSD knowl-
edge. We note that the performance of the ASC technique can
be viewed as a special case of the PSDC technique when the
noise power is constant over all subchannels. On the other
hand, the performance of the ISC technique is dependent on
the statistics of the instantaneous noise power, which makes
it complex to analyze.

A. PLC Link

The average BER of the PLC link can be written as
L-1N'—1

Py (E) = 1/(LN') 32120 > k=0 Plﬁk(E)’ Wwhere Pék(E)

is the average BER corresponding to the [-th OFDM block

and the k-th subchannel. For BPSK modulation, P/, (E)

is given by Pé L(BE) = Q (, /27 k) [24], where 7}, =
Eb|H k\ /52 G, 1 1s the SNR for the k-th subchannel and the [-
th OFDM block and Q (.) is the Gaussian-@) function defined
by [24, Eq. (2.3-10)].

B. Wireless Link

The BER of the wireless link can be written as P, (E) =
Zilio (]:Z) o, Oaw ["Py; (E), where P, ; (E), for BPSK mod-

ulation and Rayleigh fading, is given by P, ; (E) =

/\w,i/ (1 + /\w,i)
and E, = E|H|%

1
5(1—

) where /\w i = Eb h/a Eb,h = EbEh

wz’

C. NB-PLC/Wireless PSD Combining

Assuming BPSK modulation, the frequency-domain re-
ceived symbol over the k-th OFDM subchannel and the l—th

OFDM block after PSD combining, denoted as YPSDC e ©

be represented as’

Yl o ‘H;w,k|2 | k|2 Xl
= = =~ k
PSDC,x i Uf;,zk Uz;,lk
)" o\
() ()
+ 52 Zpk+ —=3 VA )
P,lk w,lk

The noise term in (9) is complex Gaussian with PDF
CN (0 (’ypk + L k) /Eb), where ), . = Ey|H] [?/57 1,
and Yo k= = E|H,, k| /52, 1k = EyulH k:‘ /(Ehng) =
|H k| o i/ En. Hence, the conditional BER given 71) , and

’Yw,k can be written as Pb7k,i (E) = B (E‘7p7kv’7w7k) =

Q ( 2 (W’,la,k + vfu’k)) Thus, the PSDC average BER can

be expressed as
L-1N'-1 N

= 2 2 (7 et

=0 k=0 =0

Py (E)

X / Py 1. (E) Dy, . (t)dt, (10)
0

where p,, , (t) = 1/Aw,;exp [~1/Ay,;] assuming a Rayleigh

fading channel on the wireless link. Hence, P, (E) can be

simplified as

1 N\
nE) =1y X X3 (Vabeedit, amw
=0 k=0 =0
1 > t
17,27i:>\wi/0 Q( 2(7;’,64—75)) exp <—>\wi)dt.

(11b)
Using integration by parts, J,i’i can be obtained as

T = @(y2oha) +1/@ a0+ 10w e (1L,)
x T (1/2,mm +Y5k) - (12)

where nfm = vzl),k /Aw, and T'(.,.) is the upper incomplete
gamma function defined in [25, Eq. (8.350.2)]. For large values
of n}. i» the exponential function in the expression of J, ,i tends
to mﬁmty while the incomplete gamma function tends to zero,
which makes J,lc’i indeterminate. To avoid this situation, for
high values of 7, ;, we evaluate (J} ;) using the asymptotic
expansion for the upper incomplete gamma function given in
[25, Eq. (8.357)]. Hence, (11a) reduces to (see Appendix A
for details)

>The expression in (9) is the symbol-level combining counterpart to the
LLR-level combining expression in (5), where both expressions lead to the
same uncoded BER.
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Figure 3. Average BER vs E,/N, in dB for BPSK modulation for the PLC
link, the wireless link, and the PSDC technique.
1 L1

m fcvol ZZVO(N)O‘O

Py(E) ~ Xlal ZJIH» i <7

L L 1 N— 1ZN (N)a‘
LN k=0 1=0 0
><Oél ZJk: 70 nkz an—‘

- exp (—'y k) 1 3

1 1 p;

i Q( 27ka>+ l <1_2 T gyl 2
2.UJw,i W”Yp}k nk,l nk,z

15 n 105
8771&,5’ 1677;6,1'4 7

where 7 is set to 50 (see Appendix A for justification).
Fig. 3 shows that the derived average BER expressions of
the PLC link, the wireless link and the PSD combining match
the simulation results. The system parameters used to generate
Fig. 3 are listed in Section VIIL.

(13a)

(13b)

V. NB-PLC/WIRELESS COMBINING FOR DIFFERENTIAL
MODULATION

For OFDM transmission, there are two types of differential
modulation schemes: frequency-domain differential modula-
tion (FD-DM) and time-domain differential modulation (TD-
DM). In FD-DM, the information is carried in the phase
difference between two consecutive OFDM subchannels of
the same OFDM block. On the other hand, in TD-DM, the
information is carried in the phase difference between two
OFDM subchannels of two consecutive OFDM blocks at
the same frequency subchannel. The performance of FD-DM
and TD-DM depends on the channel’s frequency and time
coherence characteristics, respectively.

Let Y, and Y,/ denote the two received symbols used for
the demodulation of the information symbol X,,. Thus, Y, and
Y, can be written as Y, = H, U, +~2,,Y,, = H, U, + Z,/,
where X, = U, U, v =IN"+k,and v =IN'+k—1or
v = (I—1)N'+k for FD-DM and TD-DM, respectively. For
differential PSK modulation, a sufficient statistic for symbol
detection is given by [24] £D, = Z(Y,Y}), where Z(.)
denotes the angle operation. Assuming the phase difference
between H, and H,, to be very small, D, can be approxi-
mated as D, = |H,||H,/ | X, +H} U} Z,+H,U,Z%+Z" Z,.

In this case, ZD, = ZX, + ¢,, where ¢, represents the
noise term. It is noteworthy that, for differential modulation,
channel knowledge is not required for information symbol
decoding, and thus pilot transmission is not needed. Let
ﬁ,, =eléDv = X, + ZV, where ZV represents the noise term
in ﬁl,, which is assumed to be Gaussian. Hence, we can write
the LL function for detecting X, as LL(X,) = —|D, — X, |2.

Due to the absence of channel knowledge for differential
detection, we cannot use receive combining techniques that
rely on the received SNR (either the instantaneous SNR or the
average SNR per subchannel) since it requires channel knowl-
edge, where the instantaneous SNR and the average SNR per
subchannel are defined as E,|H,|?/|Z,|? and E,|H,|?/52,
respectively, where E; is the variance of U, and U, . Hence,
we consider two alternative techniques for combining the
LLRs of the two links; namely, the equal gain combining
(EGC) and the ASC techniques, which have the combined
LL functions

LLEGC(XV) LL,(X,)+ LL,(X,)
= _“Dpal/ - XV|2 - |f)w v Xu|27(14)
1 1
LLASC<XV) = ELLP(XV) + JTLL“J(XV)
P w
1 - 1 -
= *0_7%|Dp,u*Xu|2*g|Dw,V*Xy|2-
(15)
VI. PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS FOR DIFFERENTIAL
MODULATIONS

In this section, we derive uncoded average BER expressions
for differential modulation over the PLC link, the wireless
link and the investigated PLC/wireless differential combining
techniques, namely, the EGC and ASC techniques.

It follows from Section II that, different from the AWGN
model, the noise models for both the NB-PLC and the unli-
censed wireless links might cause the two symbols involved
in the differential detection to experience noise processes
with different variances. Let R = [R;, R,]’ represent the
two symbols used for the differential detection. Moreover, let
R = [Ry, Rg} denote the mean of R and A denote the
covariance matrix of R, which is defined as

A= [ 011 012 } (16)

o1z 022 |
Assuming R; and Ry to be jointly Gaussian, their
joint PDF can be written as P(R) ~ WN(0,A) =
7 2|A|"texp {— (R— R)H A7t (R - R)} Considering

DBPSK modulation and assuming “0” is sent, which means
no change in phase, with a zero initial (reference) phase, we
can write the optimal detection metric as [24]

Dp = Re (R1R}). (17)

The detection metric in (17) is a special case of the general
quadratic detector given by [26] D = A|R;|?> + B|Rs|?> +
CR1R5 + C*RiR2, where A = B = 0 and C = 1/2
for the differential detector. The average BER of the general
quadratic detector is studied in [26] by analyzing the expres-

sion P,(E; R, A) = Pr {D <0 R A} Following a similar
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analysis to [26], we can write the average BER expression of
the detector in (17) in a closed form, which is given by (18),
where Q) (a, b) is the first-order Marcum @Q-function and Iy (z)
is the zeroth-order modified Bessel function of the first kind. It
is worth noting that the BER expression in (18) is a function of
R and A. Next, we apply the general average BER expression
in (18) to the PLC and wireless links.

A. PLC Link

For DBPSK modulation, assuming X, = 0 is transmitted,
which means no change in phase over the two transmitted
symbols carrying X,,, and assuming the initial phase to be
zero, then the received symbols can be written as

V Eb p 1) Yp,l/’ = Epr,l/’ +

Let Yp,w/ = [Yp,w Yy, V']t

[\/Epr,w VELWH, ] and let A ./ denote its covariance
. . . . 2

matrix which is given by A, = dlag( G2, G5, ), Where

diag(.) forms a diagonal matrix. Let Dy, = Re (Y, Y},/)

denote the detection metric. Hence, for both TD- and FD-DM,

the average BER is given by
LN'—1

1 _
Py(E) =725 - Pour (B Yo Ay ). QO)
v=0

Zyr. (19)

with mean Y, ., =

where Py ., (E) = Pr {Dp,,, < 0|X, = O;Yp,,,l,/, A, }

Since P .. (E; Y, pr,/) has the same expression as
the BER function given by (18) for R = Y, ., and A =
A ’ Pb,l/l/’ <E7 Yip,wj’) Ap7yy,)

P can be written as

Pb vv! (E Yp v’y Ap v’ ) Q (ap,w/a bp,uu’)

1 a2 v’/ + b2 2%
- 710 (ap ull'bp Vl/’)exp(_%), (213)
2 ’ ’ 2
By H,, H,,
Ao = \/ 2b| Py _ ety (21b)
Ipy  Opy
E, H,, H,,
by = \/ L e A S (2lc)
2 opy Op,v'
Let
By |[Hpw>  [Hpw|?
Mpvv’ = ap,l/u’bp,llu’ = 7‘ O'% V - &Z o |7 (22)
azyu’+b2yu’ E Hy2 HV/2
Cp,l/u’: b 2 b :? | ]; | +|~27 ‘ . (23)
Up v Up,u'
Hence, Py ./ (E; Ypyw/, pr/) reduces to
Pb,uy’ <E§ Yp,m/’a Apﬂ/,/) = Q (ap,lw/v bp,uy’)
1
- 510 (Mp,v) exp (=Cpanr) - (24)

For large values of n,,,» and (p ., Io(Mpu.r) tends to
oo and exp(—(p..) tends to 0, which makes the quan-
tity Io (7p,u07) €xp (—Cp,uv) indeterminate. To overcome this
problem, for large values of 7, ,,/, we use an asymptotic
expansion for Iy (1, ,,/) given in [27, Eq. (10.40.1)]. Hence,
(24) reduces to (See Appendix B for details)

Pb,l/l/’ (E Yp v’y Ap v )

L 1o(ny1) T
Qo) = 506 o <1
Q (ap,vvrs bp o) — 3 exp (Tpuw') Kpv's  Tpwp’ = 77%;
(25a)
Tp,vv! = Tpw' — Cp,uu’
H,,1?> |H,.,|?
= —FEpmin 7| f;’ | ,7‘ f;’ | ,  (25b)
Op,v Opu
77 ,1/1/’ 977 wu!
Ko = (2T ) [1 T p8 + 5 2s0)
-3
225771),:/1/ 110251]10 ot }
3072 98304 ’
where 771T0 is set to 20 (see Appendix B).
B. Wireless Link
Likewise, for DBPSK modulation, where X, = 0 is

transmitted and assuming the initial phase to be zero, then
Y'w,r/ = \/EHw,y + Zw,ua Yw,u’ = \/EHU),V' + Zw,l/’v
where, H,,, and H, , have a zero-mean complex Gaus-
sian distribution with unit variance and correlation coefficient

=E [Hw,VH{ku,u'} /Eh. Let Dy, = Re (Yw,l,Yljyy,) denote
the detection metric. Let Yy, ,pr = Yo, Yw,l,f]t with mean
Yoy = [0, O]t, since Hy,», Zy,, Hyw, and Z,, ,+ have
zero means. In addition, let A, - denote the covariance
matrix of Y, ../, and hence can be expressed as

A, = Ey + G ~ pEy
iy pEy n Eyp + 5121,,1,/
_ [ Eo +ong pEyp
pEy Eyp + 5571/ ’
Vi,i' € {0,--- ,N}. (26)

For the TD-DM case the noise variances over Y, , and
. denoted by 47, , and O'w ,» might have different val-
ues since Y,,, and Yw,y/ belong to two different OFDM
blocks over which the noise samples might belong to dif-
ferent GM states. On the other hand, for the FD-DM case,
G5, = 04, since Y, , and Y, belong to the same
OFDM block, in general. However, for the special case when
Yy, and Y,/ belong to two consecutive OFDM blocks,
such that Y, , is the first symbol on the [-th block and
Yy, is the last symbol on the (I — 1)-th block, 62, , and
&fj’y, might not be equal. Hence, for the DBPSK TD-DM,
the average BER of the wireless link can be expressed
as P2 (B) = 52150 il (3) (P eig ™™ le“ (B),
where Py i (E) = Py (E|a =52 .,62 ,=a62.,) =
Pr{D,, < 0|X, = 0,52, = o?“ G2, = } Note
that we dropped Y., .. and A, from belng parameters
in P, (E) for simplicity. On the other hand, the average
BER for the DBPSK FD-DM can be expressed as PI'P (E) =
%PI)TD( )+ N’lzz 0( ) Uioawl Pb“( )

The conditional BER P, ;;/ (E) can be expressed by the
formula in (18) by setting R = Y, ,,» and A = A, - and
after simplification it can be written as (see Appendfx C for
details)

Uw V’
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P, (E; R, A) =Pr{Re[R1R5] < 0; R, A} = Q(a,b)

_ Be/B Iy (ab)
1+52/ﬁ1ex a? + b2\’
P\

(18)

a:\/251252(041/32—a2),b:\/%153(041&-&-042)761:\/@_%

(B1 + B2)°

/82: VUJ2+4£+W7W:2%Q(012)§’€:

(B1 + Ba)’
1

011022 — |012\2

[|R1‘2022 + |R2|2O'11 — 2%Re (R1R;012)} , ag = NRe (R1R;)

L1
17y
Py (B) = ~|1-o——1 (27a)
h 2 VI pwir |
1 1 1 2
i = —— [(L+725) (1+755) = ol?] . @7y
[PRe(p)]® o

where 7, ; = Eb,h/a-su,i? Aw,it = Eb,h/c_rﬁj - For the special
case when the channel correlation coefficient is real, (27a)
reduces to

1
Pyiv (B) == |1— p (28)
\/ (1+723) (1+754)
C. NB-PLC/Wireless Combining
For DBPSK, the combined detection metric, denoted

by D.,, is given by D., = g¢,Dp, + guwDw, =
GpRe(Yp Yy ) + guRe(Yy Y,y ), where g, = g, = 1
for EGC and g, = 1/02, g = 1/0p, for ASC. As shown in
Section VI-B, the average BER expressions of the wireless link
for the TD-DM and the FD-DM cases are different since the
relations between G2, , and 612&1,, are different. Similarly, for
the NB-PLC/wireless combining, the cases of the TD-DM and
the FD-DM for the wireless link have different average BER
expressions. For TD-DM for the wireless link, the uncoded

average BER is given by

N N
1 N\ [N\ .. .
TD i+i  2N—i—1i
BEE) = LN/ZZ<2'>(@">%+’°%’1
=0 i'=0
LN'—1

X Z Pb,t/,i (E) )
v=0

where we dropped the subscripts v’ and 4’ in P, ; (E) for

simplicity. Moreover, we dropped Ypyl,,,r, A, Y and

A, . from being parameters in P, , ; (E) for simplicity. For

W,V

FD-DM for the wireless link, the uncoded average BER is
given by

(29)

N

1 N —1 N\ . .
FD TD i N—i
Py o (E) = L (E) + N ;<i>aw,0aw,l
1 LN'—1
X 2 Powii (B), (30)
v=0

where Py, = Py,;(E) with ¢/ = . The conditional
BER Py, ;(F) can be evaluated as the probability that
D., < 0/X, = 0. Hence, P,,;(E) can be written in
terms of the moment generating function (MGF) of D, as
Py,i(E) = —1/@2mj) [*7_° wp,, (v) /vdv, where € is a

real number chosen to move the integration path away from the
singularities [26]. The MGFs of g,D,, , and g, D, , can be

obtained from the MGF of the general quadratic form reported
in [26]. The MGF of D, , can be obtained as the product of
the MGFs of g, D, , and g.,D,,,, since both are independent.
Hence, using the MGF of D, ,, a closed-form expression for
Py, i (E) is derived. The derived expression is given by (31a),
where I, (x) is the n-th order modified Bessel function of
the first kind. The details of the derivation of the Py, ; (E)
expression are shown in Appendix D. The expression in (31a)
is only valid when 5, ,, # B,,2. On the other hand, for the
special case when 3, , = B2, P, (E) can be written as

Pb ) (E) _ %Bw,l,iﬁwﬂ,i |:EO 'JO
’7 (510,1,1‘ + 517,1/) (ﬁw,2,i + ﬁp,u) v ’
+ Cipidiy +Couido + j3,1/:| ; (32a)
~ 1 ~ 1 ~ le,u,i
Cov,g =1L —T1viy Cly,i = 77— C2uvi = 77 >
0,v, 1,5 Clu, T 208 = T 711 .
3 3
= In— v
Ju =% () L1y () 2b)

1-n :

n=0 (%’:) exp (Cy)
Similar to (24), the term I,,, () exp (—() becomes indeter-
minate at large values of 7 and (. Hence, for large values of
7, we use an asymptotic expansion for I, (1) given in [27,
Eq. (10.40.1)]. Thus, for n > nF, I,, (n)exp (—¢) can be
approximated as

exp (- ¢) "= (<1)° ay(m)
~ — — s T
Im(n) €xp (7§) ~ \/ﬁ ; 8' (87})8 , N > nr
(33a)
ap(m) = 1, ag(m) = (4m® — 1%) (4m® — 3%) ...
(4m2 (25— 1)2) s>, (33b)

where M} is set to 10 terms and 77 is set to 40 to achieve a
normalized root mean squared error (NRMSE) for the approx-
imation that is less than 10~7. Moreover, since the evaluation
of the Bessel functions and the Marcum-() function might be
time-consuming, series expansions for these functions can be
used as approximations. An accurate approximation for the
Bessel functions with small arguments, < n¥, is given in

ME-1 (2)"
[25] as I,(n) =~ > .2 %, n < nf, where M7
is set to 35 terms to achieve an NRMSE less than 10~7, and
I'(.) is the gamma function. In addition, for small arguments,
the Marcum-() function can be approximated as [28]
M§—1

a2mb25 a2+b2
Qan ~ Y > ten(-).
m=0 s=0
n=ab < np, (34)
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Py, (E) = Bu.tiBu2i [Jow +cruidip +Copidavi+C3uid30il, (31a)
2(Bw,1,i + Bpw) (Bw2i — Bpw)
4 w,t w,i
Z},i + 52) — Ww,i, ﬂw,Q,i = 12117@ + g +w W, is (31b)
N - _2 -t 29e [pEb,h] Ew,i
Cw,i = {(Eb,h + Go.i) (Ebn + 0 0) = [PEb } P Wi = T (3le)
2 Bp,v Bp,v
Bpy = PN \/ = ap1,0Bpw — ap2,] \/ 22 (1w Bpw + p2.0], (31d)
pOp,vOp,v
ngb 2~ 2:92 "
OéPJ;V UH V| v’/ + ‘H 7V" Up,z/] ) ap72,l/ = ng‘bf)%e [Hp,l/Hp,y'] 9 (316)
1 —T1,u, —T2,ui
Clyi = y C2 v = — oo C3vi = — 1oy (31f)
B P [ e A e ey
ﬂw, K B v ﬁw7 K + ﬁ v a12/ + bl%
Tl = ool RV = DO TR b, (= (31g)
Buw,1,i + Bp.w Buw,2,i — Bp,v 2
7 by 1/
du,i = Ay / |7-1,z/,i|7 bl/,i = v/ |7-2 l/Z Vz = T (31h)
\/m V ‘7—2 v z|
A az. + b2, S i+ b2
'f}y,i = &u,iby,i, gu,i =2 D) L ) ﬁy,i CL,, 1b C = 27 (311)
3 n n m
3\ (av\" In(ny) Ln(nw) .
JO,V = ( ) () s\ Jl v Ql au7 V ) (31J)
nE::O n b, exp (¢y) mzz:o by €xXp (Cu)
3) exp (o Z) N 2 n avi\M I (fv,i)
oo % @1 (am,bu,i) =2 m=0 () s, 1< T, <0
T = | e v R .Gy
3 exp Cu i Ay, m Im(ﬁu.i) .
Zn:() (10 ) T oxp(Gy) Zm n+1 ( By,i> exp(fl,,i)’ 0< ;<1
VAR |
3 ( )eXP(Cv z)Ql(bV haVl ( )( Vl) Im (m z) ‘
Jas = § Zn=0 () ot o) = Cnet Dot T e Tepey 0 T < 1 (311)
T 3 —() exp(Cr,i—Cv by Lm ) (71v,4) )
2on=o (=72,0,0)" ! Xm=-n ( ‘vl"vi) exp(fu,i) ' T2 > 1

Average BER

PLC-Theory
| #* PLC-Simulation
— — Wireless-Theory
O Wireless-Simulation

=+ ==+ EGC-Theory
O EGC-Simulation

-6 L L I I I I I I
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 40

5)/N, (dB)
Figure 4. Average BER vs Fy/N, in( dB for DBPSK modulation for the PLC
link, the wireless link, and the EGC technique.

where MQ is set to 30 terms and 77@ is set to 20 to achieve an
NRMSE less than 10~7. For large arguments, the Marcum-Q
function has the following asymptotic expansion [29]

Ma b(—1)" [27"T (5 +m)
~ 2
Q(a,b) ~ mZ:O 2, /727( [m!F(é—m)
2= (§ m) a B T
m'F(—m)b:| Dy, n=ab> 77Q7(35)
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where MQ is set to 5 terms to achieve an NRMSE less than
10~7. ®,, can be computed recursively as (m -1/2)®

—(b— a)?/(2ab)®y,—1 + exp [—(b— a)?/2] (ab)~ m+2’ and
oy = %ﬁgberfc [(b—a)/V/2], where erfc(.) is the comple-

mentary error function.

Fig. 4 shows that the derived average BER expressions of
the PLC link, the wireless link and the PLC/wireless EGC
match the simulation results. The system parameters used to
generate Fig. 4 are given in the next section.

It is worth mentioning that the BER curves presented in
Figs. 3 and 4 do not follow a smooth waterfall trend as
a result of the deterministic periodically-varying PLC chan-
nel. Furthermore, such a trend does not appear in the BER
performance results presented in [6] for a flat PLC channel
assumption under the same cyclostationary PLC noise model
assumed in this paper.

VII.

In this section, we present numerical results for the coded
BER performance of the proposed NB-PLC/wireless receive
diversity combining techniques for both coherent and differen-
tial modulations. Since the average SNRs of the two links are
not necessarily equal, we study the BER performance versus
the variation of the average SNR of one link while fixing the
average SNR of the other link. For comparison, we also study

NUMERICAL RESULTS
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Table II
PERFORMANCE GAINS OF THE PSDC TECHNIQUE OVER THE ASC
TECHNIQUE AT 10—4 BER.
[ Fe [ 5 [ 6 [ 7 |
[ Gain (dB) [ 3.5 dB [ 2.5 dB [ 2 dB ]

the BER performance for the case where both links have the
same average SNR.

A. Simulation Parameters

We consider BPSK transmission in the CENELEC-A fre-
quency band (35.9375 — 90.6250 kHz) for the PLC link. In
addition, we assume the transmission on the wireless link to
have the same bandwidth as the PLC link. The sampling rate
is set to 400 kHz. We assume OFDM transmission with FFT
size of 256 subchannels and a cyclic prefix of 22 samples.
These parameters are chosen to be compliant with the IEEE
1901.2 NB-PLC standard.

The number of noise temporal regions for the PLC noise is
Npr = 3 as in [14]. The ratios of the average noise powers
over the three regions are —6.59 : 1.93 : 5.15 dB, respectively,
which were obtained from the low-voltage PSD measurements
in Appendix D.3 of the IEEE 1901.2 standard. The number
of OFDM blocks within the noise cyclostationarity period is
13 OFDM blocks. The ratios of the time spans of the three
noise regions are Ry = 8/13, Ry = 3/13 and R3 = 2/13.
The noise on the wireless link is modeled as a GM process
with M =2, ap = 0.98, oy = 0.02 and 07 /0% = 30 dB. The
parameters of the wireless link noise model are the same as
those obtained in [17] by fitting the noise measurements in the
ISM unlicensed band to a two-component Gaussian mixture
PDF. Ej is set to unity for the wireless link. We assume a
rate-1/2 convolutional encoding with constraint length 7 at the
transmitter and a Viterbi decoder with soft decision decoding
at the receiver.

We assume perfect channel knowledge at the receiver since
the goal of this paper is to show the relative performance
gains achieved by the investigated combining techniques rather
than the absolute performance of each technique, which is
a function of the implementation losses in all the blocks
across the system and not just the channel estimation block.
In addition, the channel estimation errors affect all the BER
curves in a similar way. In other words, all BER curves (PLC,
wireless and combining curves) would be shifted to the right
due to the channel estimation errors. Furthermore, perfect
knowledge of the average noise powers (the noise variances)
of the PLC and wireless links, O'g and 02, is assumed since
they can be estimated in the same way as the noise PSD is
estimated, but, in this case, the averaging is performed over
both OFDM blocks and frequency subchannels (both time and
frequency), regardless of the noise temporal region boundaries
in PLC. However, since the noise variances are scalars, they
can be estimated accurately with negligible estimation errors
if the averaging is long enough. In addition, the number of
OFDM blocks used for PLC noise PSD estimation (which is
the averaging length) is set to 4096 OFDM blocks in total (for
the three noise regions). Moreover, the pilot spacing used for
instantaneous noise power estimation is set to 5 subchannels.
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.
5]
S
T
/

—¥—PLC

1076 | | —©— Wireless

—DO— Avg SNR Combining
—+— PSD Combining
—@— Inst SNR Combining

107 L L L I I I I I I I
-12 -10 -8 -6 -4 -2 0 2 4 6 8 10

Ey/N, (dB)
Figure 5. The average BER performance of the proposed combining tech-

niques vs. Ey/No p at Ey/No w = 2 dB.
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Figure 6. The average BER performahce of the proposed combining tech-
niques vs. Ey,/No w at By, /No p = 0 dB.

B. Performance Results: Coherent Modulation

In this subsection, we study the average BER performance
of the proposed combining techniques for the coherent mod-
ulation case. In Fig. 5, we plot the average BER versus the
Ey/N,p of the PLC link while fixing the E}/N,, of the
wireless link at 2 dB, where N, ;, and IV, ,, denote the noise
variances for the PLC and the wireless links®. On the other
hand, Fig. 6 depicts the average BER for both links versus
the Ey/N, ., of the wireless link while fixing the E;/N,
of the PLC link at 0 dB. Furthermore, Fig. 7 shows the
average BER of both the PLC and wireless links in case of
equal Ey/N, = Ep/N,p, = Ey/N, . The achieved SNR
gains of the PSDC technique over the ASC technique, at a
coded BER of 10~4, are summarized in Table II. In addition,
the SNR loss of the PSDC technique compared to the ISC
technique, at a coded BER of 10—, is shown in Table IIL. It is
worth mentioning that the pilot spacing used for instantaneous
noise power estimation is 5 subchannels. From the presented
performance results, we note that the PSDC technique achieves
considerable SNR gains over the ASC technique at a lower

3For BPSK modulation, SNR is same as Ey,/N,. Hence, we use both terms
interchangeably throughout this section.
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Figure 7. The average BER performance of the proposed combining tech-
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Table III
PERFORMANCE LOSS OF THE PSDC TECHNIQUE TO THE ISC TECHNIQUE
AT 10~ BER.
[ Fe | 5 [ 6 [ 7 |

[Loss (dB) | 3dB | 2dB | 1.5dB |

complexity and training overhead than the ISC technique.
Hence, we conclude that the PSDC technique provides an
attractive performance/complexity tradeoff.

There are two sources for the performance gains achieved
by the PSDC and the ISC techniques over the performance
of a single link. The first source is the scaling of the LLRs
by the average SNR per subchannel in PSDC, or by the
instantaneous SNR in ISC, rather than scaling the LLRs by the
average SNR. This provides the decoder with a measure of the
relative strength of each LLR compared to other LLRs, which
enhances the decoding performance. The second source is the
receive diversity combining SNR gain attained by transmitting
simultaneously over two links that exhibit independent and
non-identical channel and noise statistics. Figs. 8 and 9 show
the performance of the PLC link and the wireless link,
respectively, when the LLRs are scaled by the average SNR
per subchannel (the inverse of the noise PSD) and by the
instantaneous SNR. Tables IV and V quantify the SNR gains
of the LLR scaling by the average SNR per subchannel and
the instantaneous SNR, respectively, over scaling the LLRs
by the average SNR. In addition, Tables IV and V quantify
the additional SNR gains obtained from combining the LLRs
of the two links over the single-link performance. It is clear
from the tables that, for the PLC link, scaling the LLRs by
either the average SNR per subchannel or the instantaneous
SNR provides a considerable performance improvement. On
the other hand, for the wireless link, scaling the LLRs by
either the average SNR per subchannel or the instantaneous
SNR leads to a very small performance gain.

Fig. 10 shows a comparison between the three noise power
metrics, the instantaneous noise power, the average noise
power per subchannel, and the average noise power, over the
active frequency subchannels across multiple OFDM blocks.
We note from Fig. 10 that the PSD of the noise in the wireless

Average BER
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Figure 8. The average BER perEféi\r:fr(félnﬁce of the PLC link with LLRs scaled
by the average SNR per subchannel and by the instantaneous SNR.
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Figure 9. The average BER pbéi/‘%()ﬁlrriz\nce of the wireless link with LLRs
scaled by the average SNR per subchannel and by the instantaneous SNR.

link is flat over frequency and equal to the GM average noise
variance afu. Furthermore, it is clear from Fig. 10 that, for
the wireless link, unlike the PLC link, both the instantaneous
noise power and the average noise power per subchannel do
not exhibit much variation around the average noise power
level. Hence, for the wireless link, and specifically for our
selected set of parameters for the GM noise, scaling with
these metrics does not provide a significant performance gain
over scaling with the average SNR. However, in scenarios
where the noise on the wireless link is more impulsive, scaling
the LLR with the instantaneous SNR-based metrics provides
higher performance gains over scaling with the average SNR
metric. This gain depends on how impulsive the GM noise
is. However, the same performance is obtained using either
PSD-based scaling or average noise power scaling since both
are equal for GM noise.

C. Performance Results: Differential Modulations

In this section, we present performance results to compare
the EGC and ASC techniques for differential modulation.
As we mentioned earlier, differential modulation can be im-
plemented over either time or frequency depending on the
channel’s time and frequency coherence characteristics. For
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Table IV
PERFORMANCE GAINS OF PSDC OVER A SINGLE LINK AT 10~4 BER FOR
THE CASE OF EQUAL E} /N, FOR BOTH LINKS.

Gain from LLR Diversity Combining
Scaling Gain
PLC 2.5 dB 4 dB
Wireless 0.1 dB 5 dB
Table V

PERFORMANCE GAINS OF ISC OVER A SINGLE LINK AT 10~ BER FOR
THE CASE OF EQUAL Ej} /N, FOR BOTH LINKS.

Gain from LLR Diversity Combining
Scaling Gain
PLC 4 dB 3.5 dB
Wireless 0.2 dB 6.5 dB

the wireless link, the channel’s time variation is slow in most
scenarios, as all communication terminals are fixed and the
communication range is typically less than 1 km in low-density
scenarios [30]. For the PLC link, the NB-PLC standards such
as the IEEE 1901.2 standard, adopt FD-DM schemes since
the channel variation over adjacent frequency subchannels is
relatively small. Hence, in the performance results presented in
this section, we focus on the case of FD-DM for the PLC link
and TD-DM for the wireless link. Fig. 11 depicts the average
BER performance of the ASC and the EGC techniques versus
Ey/N, , while fixing the E;/N, ., at 4 dB. We note that the
PLC and the wireless links are not symmetric in terms of their
BER performance, which means that at the same Ej,/N,, the
two links might have a different BER performance depending
on the channel conditions and the noise parameters of each
link. As a result, we note that the EGC technique outperforms
the ASC technique whenever the two links have a comparable
BER performance. On the other hand, the ASC technique
outperforms the EGC technique whenever one link has a much
better performance than the other link. For example, at high-
SNR for the PLC link and low-SNR for the wireless link,
the EGC technique achieves worse performance than the PLC
link since it assigns equal weights to signals from both links
regardless of their SNR. On the other hand, the ASC technique
always shows better (or at least the same) performance than
the best link since it assigns weights to the signals based on
the link SNRs. Consequently, the ASC technique is a more
suitable technique for PLC/wireless combining than EGC.

VIII. CONCLUSION

Efficient receive diversity combining techniques for hybrid
NB-PLC and unlicensed wireless transmission that take into
account the impulsive nature of the noise and interference on
both links were proposed. Furthermore, we derived closed-
form expressions for the average BER performance of the
proposed combining techniques and showed that they match
the simulation results. In particular, for coherent modulation
schemes, we compared three combining techniques with dif-
ferent performance/complexity tradeoffs, namely, the ASC,
the PSDC and the ISC techniques. The ASC technique has
the least complexity but worse performance than the PSDC
and the ISC techniques. The ISC technique provides the best
performance but requires a high pilot signal overhead and
high complexity. The PSDC technique is shown to provide
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Figure 11. The average BER per?gg’il<§1]i)ce of the ASC and the EGC techniques
vs Ep/No,p at Ey /Ny . = 4 dB.

the best performance/complexity tradeoff since it achieves
better performance than the ASC technique, at a lower com-
plexity than the ISC technique. In addition, for differential
modulation schemes, we compared the EGC and the ASC
techniques in terms of BER performance. We showed that the
ASC technique is a more suitable technique for PLC/wireless
combining than the EGC technique since the ASC technique
always provides a better performance, or at least the same
performance, than the best link. Although the EGC technique
outperforms the ASC technique if the two links have a com-
parable performance, the EGC technique might have worse
performance than the best link when the performance of the
best link is much better than the other link.

APPENDIX A

The asymptotic expansion for I' (%, a:) is given by [25, Eq.

(8.357)] . oo (M1 (=)™ T (& +m)
T(y‘”) - \/E[Z 2T (3)
+ O(I:IJIMF)}

To evaluate the accuracy of the expansion in (36), we plot the
NRMSE of the expansion, using 5 terms, i.e. M1 = 5, versus

m=0

(36)
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the input argument z in Fig. 12(a). As clearly shown in Fig.
12(a), the NRMSE for the expansion drops to around 10~7 for
values of the input argument greater than 7717: = 50. Hence, we
use (13b) for 775@,1‘ greater than il = 50.

APPENDIX B
The asymptotic expansion for I (x) is given by [27, Eq.
(10.40.1)]

Io(z) ~

- a
* __ay=1, a, =123%...
V2rx ; s! (81’) 0 ’
(25 —1)%, s> 1. (37)

The NRMSE of the expansion in (37), using 5 expansion
terms, is shown in Fig. 12(b) versus the input argument x.
As shown in Fig. 12(b), the NRMSE for the expansion drops
to around 107 for values of the input argument larger than
20. Hence, we use (37) for 0, ,, greater than 771T0 = 20.

APPENDIX C
Setting R = Yy, s = [0,0]" and A = A,/ in (18)
results in a1 = a2 = 0, and hence a = b = 0. Thus, P, ;i (E)
can be written as

B, [ o
Py (E) = Brow + Bose By = Afwis + 4 — wiar,

(38a)

Boiir = \Jwhi + A& + wiir, wiir = 2By, 1 9Re (p) Eirr, (38b)
1

S = — » (38¢)

By (17 (14705 ) = 16P2]
where 7y, ; = Ebﬁ/&i}’i, Fw,ir = Eb7h/6i7i,. Inserting 31 i/
and Bg ;i into P ;i (E) yields
1

P (B) = 3|1~ (39)

=
2 1+ S

Inserting the w;;» and &;;» expressions given by (38b) and (38c)
into (39), we get

Py (E) = % [1 — 1] , (40a)

V1 paw i

Hw,iit =

1
D)l [(1 + Toi) (1 +%Z,1if) - |p|2} . (40b)
APPENDIX D

Using the MGF of the general quadratic detector reported
in [26], we can obtain the MGF of the detection metric D, ,

as 2
Yp,, (v) = B Buw.1,iBw 2.
’ (v = Bpw) (v+Bpy)
y exp [_Ap,l,u — 1;4_”;’;: ﬁbs;: "
(v = Bw,1) (V+ Buw2,i) ’
where Ap1, = 1B, Ap2w = Ba,/2(0p10Bpy +

opaw).and Ay s, = B2 ,/2(0p1,08p.0—0p2,,). The average
BER can be expressed in terms of the MGF of the detection

metric as [26] ]
1 [ 4p,, (v)

Pypi(BE) = —— dv, (42
b () o] » v, (42

—100—€
where € is a real number chosen to move the integration
path away from the singularities. Next, we use a conformal
transformation from the w-plane onto the p-plane via the
change of variables p = —(v + 5,,)/(v — 8,,). In the p-
plane, the integral given by (42) becomes

Bw.1,iBw,2,i —a ,l,uBQ,V
2p(1—p) exp( P2 = )

1
2mj /rc (Bp,w + Buw,1,i + (Buw,i — Bp)p)’
exp(G522p + 9554 1) (1 +p)’°
(Bw,2,i = Bpw + (Buw,2,i + Bpw) p
where I'. is a positive oriented (counter-clockwise) circular
contour with radius less than unity that encloses the origin,

ie. 7. = |I'c] < 1. For the case when 3, , # By 2., setting

Pb,u,i (E) =

P,V

) dp, (43)

az/2 = Apz./(28py) and 03/2 = A2,/ (26,.), (43)
reduces to -
Pri (B) Buw,1,iBw,2,i €Xp (—%) 1 /
bt B 2 (ﬂw,l,z’ + ﬂp,u) (Bw,Q,i - ﬂp,u) 27Tj .

3 a? b2
(1+p)° exp (7“% + 7”]9) dp
p(1—p)(1+711p) (1+ 72,..,ip)
where Tlwi = (ﬂw,Li - ﬁpﬂ/)/(ﬁw,l,i + Bpﬂ/) and T2,vi =
(Bw.2,i + Bpw)/(Bw,2,i — Bp,v). We note that |71, ;| < 1 and
|72,,.:] > 1. Hence, using partial fractions for the integrand’s
denominator in (44) yields

;44

w iﬁw2i
PVZ'E = oL - |:J.V+c V,i
b ( ) 2(Bw,1,i +Bp,u) (/811},2,1' _Bp,u) 0 by,
x Jip+eapidau + C3,V,i']3,1/,z}a (45a)
a, +0; L3\ 1 k—1
b = e (<) S () [ v
k=0 c
2 1 2
w exp (Pl g (45b)
2p 2 5
2 2 k
_ , +by 3\ 1 p
ne = o (<5 (o [ 75
2 1 b2
X exp Qv - + Zp | dp, (45¢)
2p 2
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a2 + 02\ <= [3) 1 pF
J2.vi - — | —
2,v, exp ( 2 ) kZ:O (k) 21y /Fc 14+ 71,:p
2 2
X exp a—’jl—&-b—”p dp, (45d)
2p 2°)
aZ + b2 L /3\ 1 pF
I3 exp <_ 2 ) ch:O (k) % /Fc 14+ 70,0
2 1 b2
X exp a—"f—&—lp dp. (45¢)
2p 2

To solve the integrals above, we use the following identities

[26]
_ (%)m —m—1
p) ~ omj /Ccp

@W/mA 1 v
@) exo (1LY
orj ot P lo, ™2

2 1 b2
X exp <(12p + 2p> = I,,(ab), (46)
1 " a?1 b2
2, 12 n

X exp (a +b ) — Z (ﬂ) I, (ab), (47)

m=0 b

a®+b? = sa\m
Q1 (a,b)exp ( 5 ) = mzzo (3) I, (ab). (48)

Using (46) and (48), J,, and J;,, respectively, can be
obtained in closed-form as shown in (31j). For 7 ,; # 0,
using the change of variables |7, ;|p = ¢ in (45d), Ja . ;

reduces to
3 ke
3 3\ [0l F 1/ &
— \k 2mj P,

2 12
exp (_avv
2
k=0 .

~ 82
exp (a;;—i— 5 )dq

L+ sgn(71,0,i)q

where sgn(.) denotes the sign function, G, ; = ay,+/|71,04]s
IA)W- = b,/+/|11,:| and I'. is a circular contour of radius
Fe =Te|T1,0,i| < 1. For =1 < 71y,,; <0, where sgn(my ;) =
—1, using (47), Jo,,; can be obtained in closed-form as shown
in the first line of (31k). For 0 < 71,; < 1, since lg| < 1,
we can expand the term 1/(1 + ¢) in (49) to a convergent
power series and then, using (46), J> ,; can be obtained in
closed-form as shown in the second line of (31k). It is worth
mentioning that for 7, ,; = 0, there is no need to evaluate
Ja,,,; since the factor co, ;, which is multiplied by Js, ; in
(45a) would be equal to zero.

Since |72, > 1, using the change of variables
1/(|71,u,ilp) = v in (45e), J3,,; reduces to

a3+b3 i 3 7'271,_’2'|k1/
2 )&= \k) 7 e

b 2
exp(“l—&— Fu )du
% k1
U Y
—sgn(T2,0,:) — U

where d,; = ay+\/|T2.4l, Ey,i = b,//|m2,v,| and I.isa

circular contour of radius 7. = 1/ (r¢|12,.4|) < 1. For 72, ; <

b
J2,u,i i

; (49)

JS,V,i = €xp (

(50)

—1, since |u| < 1, we can expand the term 1/(1 — w) in (50)
to a convergent power series. Thus, J3 ,,; can be simplified as

+ b2
eXP( a )Z’fzm|k+122ﬂ]/

Jsvi =

2.1 a2,
x  u"Flexp < ;’Z " ;’zu du. 51)
Then, using (46), Js,,; can be obtained as
= 5 () o (55)
3wvi —
"m0 |T2,04
a12,+b,2/ X
3 exp < 3 ) k dVﬂ; m
- Z F Z b
k= m=1 vt
X Im z v, a 12 iél/ i 52
+ZQM) w,$>

Thus, using (48), (52) can be simplified as shown in the first
line of (311). For 72 ,,; > 1, we can expand the term 1/(1+u)
in (50) to a convergent power series and then, using (46), Js ., ;
can be obtained in closed-form as shown in the second line
of (311). For the special case 3, = By 2., (43) reduces to

P B _ ﬁw,17zﬁw2zexp ( i) 1
bt ( ) - (511;,1,1’ + 5p,u) (Bw,Z,i + Bp u) % /
(1+p) exp( Ly 2p)dp

P> (1 =p) 1+ T10:p)
Using partial fractions for the integrand’s denominator in (44)

(53)

yields 5 5
Py,i(E) = WL 20 [EO,u,iJO,V
( ) 2 (611},1,1’ + 5p,u) (ﬁw,Z,i + Bp,y)
+ CiuidiytCuidoit+ j3,u} ; (54a)
~ a? + b2 2/3\ 1
J3, = v v _— k-2
= e () (e [

2 1 b2
X exp (” + = (54b)

dp.
2p 2 p> p
Using (46), jg,l, can be obtained in closed-form as shown in
(32b).
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